
by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

From fire hy-
drants to cul-
v e r t s ,  f r om
dam repairs to
a new mail-
house,  over

the past four years, the Seven
Lakes West Landowners Asso-
ciation [SLWLA] has invested
nearly $2.6 million in com-
munity  improvements .
Speaking during the Asso-
ciation’s Sunday, March 17
Annual Meeting, outgoing
President Mick Herdrich con-
cluded a review of the past
year with a look back at four
years of investments in the
community.
• In 2010, the $580,000
remediation of the Lake
Auman Dam accounted for

the lion’s share of $693,000
in capital improvements.

• The $242,000 spent in
2011 included $123,000
for culvert repairs and
$46,000 to install new
piezometers to monitor the
health of the dam.

• In 2012, major project
funding totaled $722,000,
including $249,000 for
repairs to the Lakeway Mall
pond dam and $194,000
for culvert repairs.

• $923,000 in 2013 projects
included $353,000 for the
new mai lhouse ,  p lus
$300,000 for repairs to
pond dam #3.
Herdrich noted that some

of these repairs were planned
— like the mailhouse — while
others — like pond dam #3

by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

The  f a t e  o f
three and one-
half acres of
County-owned
property adja-

cent to the Moore County
Veteran’s Memorial will wind
up back on the table of the
Moore County Board of Com-
missioners, the subject of a
Work Session in May or June
that will feature two com-

peting landscape designs for
an expanded Memorial Park.
The Veterans’ Memorial

Advisory Committee voted
unanimously, in a Wednes-
day, March 13 meeting, to
recommend both designs to
the Commissioners, with the
proviso that the joint Work
Session will offer ample
opportunity for public input.
Some members of the Advi-

sory Committee have com-
plained that neither public
comment nor expert testi-
mony have been allowed dur-
ing its proceedings. Com-
missioners Chairman Nick
Picerno, supporting the
motion to move both plans
to a Work Session, said that
future meeting would include

Vets Memorial question
moves to Commissioners

West Side holds
Annual Meeting
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Fellingham honorees

Ronnie & Betty Milligan are the 2013 recipients of the Seven Lakes West Landowners
Association’s Joe Fellingham Award for community service. They were honored in
particular for their work on the beautification of Lakeway Mall.

by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

There is no room
for horsing around
at the Seven Lakes
Stables. 
Stable Manager

Kate Pennington has worked
hard to determine the needs
of the current herd and rid-
ers, and now she hopes to
generate revenue to support
the stables operation by
boarding horses for private
owners.
At the Monday, March 11

Seven Lakes Landowners
Association [SLLA] Work Ses-
sion, Pennington presented
an in-depth proposal for
offering boarding services.
“Currently, we have eight

horses and two ponies,” Pen-
nington said. “At the end of
April, we will have seven

horses and two ponies. I
think we should board hors-
es. We would have a stall for
every horse, and we could
maintain our operations.”

Equine Separate but Equal
Modifications would need

to be made to keep the board-
ed horses separate from the
SLLA herd and residents,
Pennington said. 
“We would need to add a

couple of gates and a fence
line,” she explained. “We
should really have our pas-
tures segregated anyway.
That is how our pastures
are already set up.”
The existing pasture shel-

ters are sub-par and need
to be rebuilt for the existing
herd, she added. 
“The ones out there right

Boarding proposed
at Northside stables 

(See “Memorial,” p. 26)

(See “West Side,” p. 28)

(See “SLLA,” p. 13)
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by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

A proposal to
include solar
farms in the
Moore County
Zoning Ordi-
nance was on

the Thursday, March 7 agen-
da of the Moore County Plan-
ning Board, and it came just
in the nick of time.
Three industrial-scale solar

energy production facilities
are in the works for Moore
County — two near the Mont-
gomery County line and
another on NC Highway
24/27 near Robbins. These
solar farms use row-upon-

row of photovoltaic cells
stretched across dozens of
acres of pastureland, cap-
turing sunlight to make elec-
tricity, which is passed
through an inverter and sold
to power companies like
Progress Energy or Randolph
Electric Membership Corpo-
ration.
But, as Planner Jeremy

Sparrow pointed out in intro-
ducing a proposed text
amendment, the County’s
Zoning Ordinance doesn’t
currently provide for the
development of solar collector
facilities.

Three Solar Farms Planned
Much as a new hospital in

North Carolina must have
the blessing of a state agency
before expanding to add more
beds, industrial scale energy
producers must secure a Cer-
tificate of Public Convenience
and Necessity from the NC
Utilities Commission [NCUC]
before getting into the power
generation business.
Three companies planning

solar farms in Moore County
have filed the necessary
paperwork with the Commis-

sion:
Samarcand Solar Farm,

LLC is planning a 4.65
megawatt [MW] collection
facility on a portion of a 200-
acre tract on Samarcand
Road, north of NC Highway
211. A filing with the NCUC
indicates the project will cost
$13.25 million and will have
a design life of at least 25
years. The electricity will be
sold to Progress Energy.
Spicewood Solar Farm, LLC

is planning a similar facility
nearby, on two tracts of land
the lie between NC Highway
211 and the Perdue chicken
feed plant, currently being
used to grow turf grass.
Spicewood’s NCUC filing indi-
cates that the 4.65 MW solar
farm will occupy approxi-
mately 36 acres of the 47
acre parcel. Both the Samar-
cand and Spicewood facilities
are working with solar
provider Argand Energy Solu-
tions of Charlotte.
Carthage Farm, LLC, work-

ing with Strata Solar of
Chapel Hill, is planning a
7.0 MW solar farm on a 99
acre tract near the intersec-
tion of NC Highway 24/27

and Mount Carmel Road,
Southeast of Robbins. They
plan to sell power to the NC
Electric Membership Corpo-
rations.
Sparrow told Planning

Board members that the
increased interest in solar
power generating facilities is

due in part to a law that the
NC General Assembly adopt-
ed in 2007, requiring that
electric public uti l i t ies
increase their use of renew-
able energy from 3 percent
of the power sold at retail to
12.5 percent by 2021. By

Planning Board looks at solar farm zoning

YOU ARE INVITED!
WEIGHT-LOSS SOCIAL

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN:

• Looking Younger?
• Feeling Terrific?
• Increasing Energy?
• Improving Nutrition?
Most importantly . . .

•  LOSING WEIGHT?

COME JOIN US
FOR A FUN NIGHT!
Monday, April 8, 6:00 – 7:30 pm
at Counseling Professionals
1107 Seven Lakes Drive

RSVP to Dr. Nadene Peterson
910-673-3209

ARIIX Products Available!

Come & Worship with Us!
March 24th – Reverend Welch

“Let the Stones Sing Out!” (Luke 19:29-40)

Chapel Choir

March 31st – Reverend Welch
“Why Look for the Living Among the Dead?”

(Luke 24:1-12)

Special Music for Easter

910-673-2156
citp10@centurylink.net

Rev. Don Welch Rev. Fran Stark
Chapel Minister Associate Minister

We welcome young families
and their children.

Seven Lakes Chapel in the Pines was founded in 1976
to serve the Seven Lakes Community and beyond.

���������
��������	��
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�� ���������
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Call us. We have connections!

Edward T Hill
Financial Advisor

910-691-2616
edward.hill@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

CONTRIBUTORS

AND ADVERTISERS
   
Articles or advertisements
submitted to The Times should
include the name and tele-
phone number of the author.
Articles may be e-mailed to
mail@sevenlakestimes.net,
dropped off at the Seven
Lakes Times of5ces at 1107
Seven Lakes Drive, mailed
to P.O. Box 468, West End,
NC 27376, or faxed to 888-
806-2572. 
   Our voice telephone num-
ber is 910-673-0111.

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

Deadline          Issue

Thu, Mar 28*    Fri, Apr 5
Fri, Apr 12        Fri, Apr 19
Fri, Apr 26        Fri, May 3
Fri, May 10       Fri, May 17
Thu, May 23*   Fri, May 31
Fri, Jun 7          Fri, Jun 14
Fri, Jun 21        Fri, Jun 28
Fri, Jul 5           Fri, Jul 12
Fri, Jul 19         Fri, Jul 26
Fri, Aug 2         Fri, Aug 9
Fri, Aug 16       Fri, Aug 23
Fri, Aug 30       Fri, Sep 6
Fri, Sep 13       Fri, Sep 20
Fri, Sep 27       Fri, Oct 4
Fri, Oct 11        Fri, Oct 18
Fri, Oct 25        Fri, Nov 1
Fri, Nov 8         Fri, Nov 15
Thu, Nov 21*   Fri, Nov 29
Fri, Dec 6         Fri, Dec 13
Thu, Dec 19*    Fri, Dec 27

*Early publication or deadline
due to holiday.

(See “Planning,” p. 24)
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by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

The Foxfire Vil-
lage Council
wants public
input on three
big issues —
the rezoning of

Grand Pines, Foxtail Circle’s
unfinished foundations, and
allowing for larger signage
on commercial lots. The
Council discussed the timing
of those hearing during their
Tuesday, March 12 regular
meeting.

Grande Pines Rezoning
Over the past several

months, the Council has dis-
cussed the best way to bring
consistency to the zoning
within the Grande Pines
development, some of which
has been annexed by the Vil-
lage and some of which lies
within the Village’s Extrater-
ritorial Jurisdiction [ETJ].
During the Council’s last
work session, Councilman
Mick McCue suggested that
all Grande Pines lots be zoned
Equestrian, even though
some are too small to allow
for horses.
Before any zoning changes

can be made, state law
requires proper notification
of public hearings. 
“It is time to call a public

hearing and get input from
the residents about rezoning
a section of Grand Pines,”
Mayor George Erickson said.
“I talked with Lisa [Kivett,
Village Clerk] about this. It
would be nice to do it at the
next meeting in April.”

Proceed with Caution
Despite the Mayor’s desire

for a speedy hearing, it
appeared that the notifica-
tions and legal steps required
might push the hearing off
until May. Kivett carefully
outlined for the Council the
steps in calling a public hear-
ing. 
“There are a few things that

we are required to do,” she
said. “We have to run the
legal advertisement two times.
All the property owners must
be notified by mail. All prop-
erties must be posted for
public hearings in advance.
There are over twenty prop-

erties and there are only
twelve signs. We will need to
get some signs printed.”
If that wasn’t enough, there

are time restrictions in run-
ning the advertisements. 
“I will need to get my ad

in  t omor r ow , ”  K i v e t t
explained. “But I also need
to make sure my wording is
right. If we have public hear-
ing in May it would provide
us a little bit more time. I
would rather have it done
right.”
Both Erickson and Coun-

cilman Steve Durham agreed
that it was better to be pru-
dent. Repercussions for fail-
ure to correctly inform the
public could result in penal-
ties or possible lawsuits. 
“When we annexed the

extra terrestrial jurisdiction
[ETJ] up by Highway 211,
two or three years ago, we
had to take signs all over
place,” Erickson remembered.
“It is not annexation. It is

rezoning,” Councilwoman
Leslie Frusco reminded Erick-
son. “It is rezoning properties
within the village. We just

need to make sure it is con-
sistent in terms of the area.
We have identified six prop-
erties that fit in the same
general scheme of things,
that don’t fit within village
but are in the ETJ. It makes
sense to rezone Equestrian,
so that we have a cohesive
zoning in the village.”
The board agreed that

Kivett would expedite the
process if possible with the
understanding that it might
be necessary to delay the
public hearing until the May
meeting. Kivett told The Times
on Tuesday that this public
hearing will indeed be held
during the regular Council
Meeting in May.

Foxtail Circle Foundations
A public hearing is also

necessary to address the
unfinished foundations in
Foxtail Circle. The proposed
ordinance would set stan-
dards for the completion of
construction — and, in the
case of Foxtail Circle — give
owner Ron Jackson six
months to complete construc-

tion or remove the founda-
tions.
“ I  me t  w i th  a t t o r ney

[Michael Brough] concerning
Ron Jackson’s properties,”
Erickson said. “He drafted
an ordinance that will need
a public hearing. We can
have it in April. In summary,
once we approve this — and
we can do it that night if we
chose to — the clock starts
ticking and it is about a six
month period. If he doesn’t
get something done, then the
ordinance allows us to move
forward and do something.”
Village Clerk Lisa Kivett

told The Times on Tuesday
that a public hearing on the
ordinance that will deal with
unfinished construction will
be held during the Council’s
regular meeting on April 9.

Antiquated Sign Ordinance
In February, a real estate

agent asked to post larger
For Sale signs on commercial
properties in the Village. The
Council reviewed the Village’s

dated sign ordinance and
determined that an update
may be appropriate.
Councilman McCue was

asked to research and make
recommendations concerning
the ordinance. At the March
Council meeting, Erickson
asked McCue if he could
accelerate his process.
Standards for public noti-

fication requirements again
created a time crunch for
holding a public hearing on
the new ordinance at the
Council’s April meeting. 
“We would have to have

the ordinance written in two
weeks,” Kivett said. “We would
also have to have that draft
available for inspection ten
days prior to the public hear-
ing. I would suggest the rest
of council to go through it
as a first draft, to see if there
are any adjustments or ques-
tions. He [McCue] has the
next couple of days to draft
this.”
“By the end of this week

The Best Restaurant 
Value in Seven Lakes

4243 SEVEN LAKES PLAZA   (910) 673-1519  
Open Monday – Saturday 11:00-8:00

Sunday 11:00-2:00
(A Phoenix Fashions company)

Couples’ Special
Mon, Wed, and Fri 4:30 - 8:00

KIDS EAT FREE
every Tues, Thurs, and Sat 

4:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
with qualifying adult purchase

Any two dinners, dessert,
beverage (Tax included)

(Large orders excluded)

$2000

NEW HOMES
Renovations & Additions
Replacement Windows
Reasonably Priced

Lakeview Construction Co.
Harry Eilert

1030 7 Lakes Drive, Suite A,
West End, NC 27376

910-673-4800

�	������������
www.sevenlakesdentist.com
We File Dental Insurance

NITROUS OXIDE AVAILABLE
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��������������������������
NEW PATIENTS

WELCOME!

Council schedules hearings on big issues

(See “Foxfire,” p. 25)



by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

There was no
b e a t i n g
a round  the
bush as Moore

County middle school stu-
dents got straight to the point
at the County Wide Debate
Competition sponsored by
The English Speaking Union
[ESU] on Tuesday, March 5.
The seven competing Moore
County public and private
middle schools included;
Highfalls, Crains Creek, West
Pine, Elise, New Century,
Southern Middle, and Sand-
hills Classical Christian
School.
A cold, dreary day did not

dampen the students’ enthu-
siasm. West Pine Middle
School students showed up
prepared, polished and
enthusiastic. Most impressive
was that they showed up in
large numbers; West Pine
has forty-five students in
debate. Twenty-two debaters
and six timekeepers were
selected for the day’s com-
petition.
“This is the first time we

have had equal representa-
tion of all three grade levels,”
said Barbara Levin, West Pine
Academically Gifted [AG]
instructor and debate coach.
“It is a good balance. The
older students mentor the
younger.”
Levin’s seventh grade

daughter Kareena Levin per-
sonifies her mother’s positive
outlook. “The chance to par-
ticipate is an awesome expe-
rience,” said Kareena. “It

makes you feel good to know
that you have worked hard
and did your best.” Kareena
ticks off some of her other
extracurricular activities
including Battle of the Books,
Beta Club, Art Olympics,
Band Club, dance, and hon-
ors band.
Many of the students not

only recognize the value of
a higher education, but are
already considering what uni-
versities they hope to attend.
UNC-bound West Pine eighth
grade student Emma Smits
wants to go into medicine.
“Gaining experience is more
important than winning,” she
said. “The experience we
received today will help up
do better next year. It is just
a really nice opportunity.” 
Experience is power for

Anire Egbe. How good is Anire
at debating? Just ask his
mother. 
“It helps me win arguments

with my mom,” said Anire.
“It is fun, and it also looks
good on a college application.” 
During the awards cere-

mony the West Pine Students

sat together, quietly listening
to the speakers and dis-
cussing their day. They
cheered loudly when fellow
West Pine students eighth
grader Rosie Rose and sev-
enth grader Megan Petero
took sixth place.
It was West Pine seventh

grader Connor Jenkins’ first
tournament. Jenkins is artic-
ulate, intelligent, serious,
and well prepared. He rolled
his eyes when asked if he
was wearing a new suit and
said, “That’s off the record.” 
He credits his father — a

local attorney and “huge”
Wake Forest supporter — for
inspiring him. “I attended
debate camp last summer,”
Jenkins said. “ I also worked
for the last three weeks
preparing my argument for
this debate.”  
He lets lose a big smile as

he and West Pine eighth grad-
e r  Emma Tay l o r  a r e
announced for fifth place. 
Prepared and pleased to

go home with their partici-
patory medals and sixth and
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West Pine Middle scores big at debate meet

Specializing in quality child care for 2 to 5 year olds!
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We would love for the
Seven Lakes Community

to join us for a
Sunrise Service on Easter Sunday.

Service will be begin at 7:00 a.m.
at Sequoia Point

in Seven Lakes North.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

ST. MARY MAGDALENE
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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Moore
County

For more information, call
NAMI at 910-295-1053
and leave a message.

We will return your call.

We meet in the Community Room of FirstHealth’s Specialty Center
Building, 35 Memorial Drive, near its intersection with Page Road.

www.nami-moorecounty.org

COME TOGETHER FOR
A SPECIAL MEETING!
Join, renew, learn, discuss and vote:
See you on April 1st in the Community
Room of FirstHealth's Specialty Center
Building, 35 Memorial Drive, near its
intersection with Page Road.

Luxury Sedans • Stretch Limousines • 14 Passenger Vans
SUVs • 1938 Buick Special

WPMS debate team members Emory Bradley, Caroline
Brewton, Caroline O’Connor, and Karenna Levin.

(See “Debate,” p. 11)
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by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

What should
every North
Carolina resi-
dent be aware

of? That North Carolina ranks
forty-sixth among the fifty
states in average teacher
salary, Superintendent Aaron
Spence told members of the
Moore County Board of Edu-
cation during their Monday,
March 11 meeting.
Teacher salaries have been

frozen since 2009 — and
18% of state-funded teachers
are frozen at the bottom of
the pay scale, Spence said.
Given increases in the cost
of living over that period, the
average teacher has, in effect,
taken a $4,000 pay cut.
Citizens can take action

by contacting their state sen-
ator and representative and
requesting a five percent
increase in pay for educators.
“It is not enough, but it is a
start,” Spence said.

Spence presents budget
Turning to the proposed

MCS budget for 2013-2014,
Spence told the Board that
a budget is more than a
bunch of numbers. It provides
the means for furthering
MCS’ Core Beliefs.
“The first thing we look at

is our Core Beliefs, and allow
that to guide our budget,”
Spence said. “The success
of every child is our priori-
ty.”
Spence said great strides

have been made during the
last year to eliminate com-
bination classes; provide
teacher assistants for kinder-
garten and first grades; place
instructional coaches in
schools; increase literacy;
provide support for students
who are performing below
grade level; and establish a
comprehensive plan for clos-
ing the achievement gap.
In order to achieve those

goals, it was necessary to
address the loss of 176 posi-
tions due to budget cuts in
2009 and 2011. During the
2012-13 school year, 63 posi-
tions were filled, including
51 in the classroom, nine in
classroom support, and three
in central support.

The MCS budget includes
everything from enhancing
school safety to a new GPS
system for the transportation
department. Also within the
budget is funding to make
sure instructors have what

they need to teach, including
necessary materials in math
and science. 
“We need to provide not

only instructional support
and professional support,
but also material support,”

said Spence. 

Federal & state funding flat
MCS received revenue flows

from the County, the State,
and the Federal governments.
Projections of federal revenues

FY2013-2014 are not encour-
aging. 
MCS expects to receive the

same $6.5 million in federal
funding next year — the same
as the current year. However,

MCS looks for more funding from County
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Thank You
Seven Lakes West!

Bill Reaves Construction Co., Inc. and our team of building
associates would like to thank you for the opportunity to build the
Seven Lakes West Mail House. It provided a positive project to

showcase our talented team, who very much appreciate the
opportunity. It is an attractive building that we are all very proud

of and makes a positive impression for our community. We hope it
will be enjoyed by our community for years to come!

If you plan to build, improve or add on to your home or business, give
us a call! We are ready to serve you with our great team of professionals.

Serving the Sandhills and Seven Lakes for over 32 years!
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(See “School Board,” p. 12)
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by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

Wayne  Vest
was  named
County Man-
ager during
the Tuesday,
March 19 Reg-

ular Meeting of the Moore
County Board of Commis-
sioners.
Vest, a Moore County native

who joined the county staff
in the land records depart-
ment in 1998, rose through
the ranks to the post of Tax
Administrator. He was named
Interim County Manager in
December.
“As we look back at the job

that Wayne’s has done, it
speaks well that we have this
calibre person to promote
within the system,” Commis-
sioner Jimmy Melton said.
“It’s a great day for Moore

County,” Commissioner Larry
Caddell added.
Vest’s appointment was

announced after a closed
session in which Commis-
sioners presumably nailed
down the details of his con-
tract, which includes a
$115,000 annual salary.
“I want to thank the Board

for your confidence in me,”
Vest said, accepting the
appointment. “ I look forward
to continue to serve the cit-
izens of Moore County — and
intend to do so with honesty
and integrity.”

County moves 
employee health plan
The Commissioners voted

4-0 to move administration
of the County’s employee
health plan to First Carolina
Care, a health insurance
company  owned  by
FirstHealth of the Carolinas.
[Commiss i one r  Cra i g
Kennedy was absent from
Tuesday’s meeting.]
The County self-insures —

that is, it has established a
fund out of which health
insurance claims are paid
and hires a third-party
processor to handle the
paperwork and provide stop-
loss insurance. The current
administrator is UMR, a large,
national third-party processor
affiliated with the insurer
United Healthcare.
Mark Browder, a consultant

who advises the County on
hea l th  ca r e  bene f i t s ,
explained that the contract
from First Carolina Care will
provide $315,000 in savings
on the cost of administration
and stop-loss insurance. The
provider network will not
change for employees; how-
ever, additional discounts
will be provided when employ-
ees use FirstHealth facilities.
Those discounts could save
the county an additional
$200,000 or more annual-
ly.
The county spends $7 mil-

lion or more each year on
employee health insurance.
Browder explained that, by
self-insuring, if claims are
low, the County can build a
surplus that can then be
used to defray the cost of
administrative fees. In addi-
tion, self-insurance allows
the County to avoid federal
and state taxes on insurance
that are expected to rise in
the next few years.
First Carolina Care has

been pursuing the County’s
business for a number of
years. Recognizing that, Com-
missioner Melton said, “We
missed the boat a couple of
times in the past, so we’re
glad to be working with our
local company, FirstHealth.”

Fire Service 
Report Previewed
Ryan Peach, of the con-

sulting firm VFIS, presented
top line recommendations
from a just-concluded com-
prehensive study of the Coun-
ty’s fire and emergency serv-
ices. He noted that the results
and recommendations were

preliminary, promising to
del iver a ful l  report by
month’s end. 
Among the thirty-five rec-

ommendations the consult-
ants made were:
• Implementing a single
county-wide tax for fire
services, rather than the
current system, which sets
a different rate for each
fire district.

• Changing the boundaries
of six of the districts.

• Developing countywide
standards for response time
and a countywide set of
standard operating guide-
lines.

• Creating a capital fund for
replacement of vehicles
and maintenance of facil-
ities.

• Confining insurance billing
for EMS calls to Moore
County EMS, rather than
allowing rescue squads to
bill for those services.
In addition, Peach provided

recommendations for equip-
ment purchases and facility
upgrades for specific fire
departments.

Chairman Nick Picerno said
the Commissioners would
take up the recommendations
in an all-day “critical issues
summit” planned for April
18.

2012 Election reviewed
Moore County Elections

Director Glenda Clendenin
provided the Commissioners
with an overview of the 2012
General Election, and brought
with her dozens of precinct
workers, who were thanked
for their service by the Board.
Clendenin said turnout for

the 2012 election in Moore
County was 72.50 percent
of registered voters, down a
bit from the 75.91 percent
turnout in 2008. Moore
County had the seventh high-
est turnout in the state.
Of the 64,323 voters who

cast a ballot, 24,625 did so
during the 15-day one-stop
early voting period.762 voters
also registered to vote at one
stop sites.
On Election Day, the Coun-

ty’s 26 polling places were

Wayne Vest named Moore County Manager

Soup and Packaged Dinner
Calendar for April

1 2
Tomato Basil Soup �

Baked Spaghetti
Dinner �

3
Chicken Brunswick
Stew

Herb-Roasted Turkey
Dinner

4
Beef Vegetable Soup �

Sesame Salmon
Dinner �

5
New England Clam
Chowder

Beef Stroganoff
Dinner

8 9
Lentil Soup �

Salisbury Steak
Dinner

10
Curried Chicken 
Soup

Two-Bean Enchiladas 
Dinner

11
Potato Leek Soup 

Pecan-Crusted
Tilapia Dinner

12
Shrimp & Sausage
Gumbo

Swiss Steak Dinner

15 16
White Bean Chicken
Chili �

Turkey Meatloaf
Dinner �

17
Vegetable Soup �

Corned Beef &
Cabbage Dinner

18
Beef Barley Soup �

Shrimp Creole 
Dinner �

19
Manhattan Clam
Chowder �

Smothered Pork
Chops Dinner 

22 23
Mushroom Bisque

Chicken Paprikash
Dinner

24
Black Bean Soup �

Eggplant Parmesan
Dinner

25
Chicken Vegetable
Alphabet Soup

Crab Cakes Dinner

26
Shrimp & Corn
Chowder

Chinese Pepper Steak
Dinner �

29 30
Tuscan White Bean
Soup �

Italian Meatloaf
Dinner

May 1
Asparagus Vichysoisse

Chicken Tetrazzini
Dinner

May 2
Chicken Dumpling
Soup

Tilapia Florentine
Dinner �

May 3
New England Clam
Chowder

Southwestern Pork
Tenderloin Dinner �

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

5050 Hwy. 211 • West End
www.goldiesgourmet.info

Call 910-673-2211 to Place Your Order! Delivery Available!
Tuesday – Friday 11:00 am – 6:30 pm  •  We are happy to accept your cash or check for payment.

� Try our low-fat,
low-carb selections!

CLOSED
New

Hours!

Tuesday -
Friday
11:00 -
6:30 pm

���
��������	�����
PLLC

�
�
�

���

105 Seven Lakes Court
West End, NC 27376

• Real Estate • Traffic Offenses
• Business Law • Estate Planning
• Business Planning • Estate Administration

Phone: (910)673-1325              Fax: (910)673-1327
website: www.gbcnclaw.com

(See “County,” p. 10)
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Curtis Larry Vaughn, 68
of West End, died Monday,
March 18 at his residence.
Mr. Vaughn was born in
Forsyth County, son to the
late Arville Curtis Vaughn
and Sarah Louise (Webster)
Vaughn. 
Visitation was held Wednes-

day March 20 at the Boles
Funeral Home, Seven Lakes.
Funeral services will be at

2 pm, Thursday, March 2 at
Fairview Baptist Church,
West End with the Rev. Don-
nie Gillis officiating. Burial
will follow in the church
cemetery.
Mr. Vaughn was an employ-

ee of Morrison Correctional
Facility for over 38 years in
the maintenance department.
He was also a founding mem-
ber and volunteer of the East-
wood Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment for over 25 years.  At

his church, he volunteered
for many years with the land-
scaping and yard upkeep.
Mr. Vaughn was preceded

in death by his son, Larry
Curtis Vaughn, Jr. and his
sister, Jeannie Cole.
He is survived by his wife

of 50 years, Mildred E.
Vaughn;  sons ,  Tommy
Thomas Vaughn of West End,
and Jeffrey Vaughn of Rob-
bins; daughters, Penny
Vaughn of West End, and
Angela Seawell of Highfalls;
his sister, Faye Ritter of West
End; eleven grandchildren
and eight great-grandchildren
also survive. 
Boles Funeral Home of

Seven Lakes is serving the
family.

Edwin Wayne Davis, 65,

died at his home on March
15, after a three year battle
with cancer. 
He was born in Lumberton.

Mr. Davis was in the Coast
Guard for four years and
then was a salesman for the
remainder of his working life.
He is survived by his wife

of forty-four years, Betty
Crawford Davis; daughter
Christi Brumbles and hus-
band MIchael of Seven Lakes;
son Phillip and daugther-in-
law Teresa of Greensboro;
son Hunter and daughter-
in-law Joy of Fort Hood, TX;
and son Richard of Aberdeen;
his father Roy Davis and six
grandchildren Danielle,
Kasey, Shay, Kate, Nathan
and Tori.
A celebration of his life was

held on Tuesday, March 19,

at  Deep Creek Bapt is t
Church, Pinehurst.
Plesase make a memorial

donation in Edwin Davis’s
name to your favorite char-
ity.

Harold Wayne Owens, 90
of Seven Lakes, died Monday,
March 11, at his residence.
Mr. Owens moved to Seven

Lakes thirty years ago from
Maryland. He joined the US
Navy in 1939 and served his
country proudly. He served
on the USS Maryland-Bat-
tleship and later received the
Pearl Harbor Commemorative
Medal. He was an active
member of the West End
United Methodist Church
and volunteered his time with
the Food Bank.
A memorial service was

held Friday, March 15, at

West End United Methodist
Church .  Rev .  Dr.  Won
Namkoong officiate. Intern-
ment followed at Seven Lakes
Cemetery.
Mr. Owens was preceded

in death by his wife, Mildred
G. Owens; his sons, Roger
W. Owens, Gary A. Owens,
three brothers and three sis-
ters.
Survivors include six grand-

children, nine great-grand-
children, two daughter-in-
laws, Lyla Owens and Tracy
Owens; and many nieces and
nephews.
Memorial donations may

be made to: West End United
Methodist Church, PO Box
276, West End, NC 27376.
Boles Funeral Home and

Crematory, of Seven Lakes
assisted the family.

In memory of . . .

       

We are your solution! 
At Sublime d not only do we provide 
outstanding color and hair design but also provide the 
latest technology in  Keratin treatments, can change your 
look with extensions and so much more! Located in the 
historic Belvedere Hotel in downtown Southern Pines 

 Vallerie Murphy         Lauri Carter

134 W. Pennsylvania Ave.     

910.692.2056 

   

Has your hairdresser moved,
gone MIA or are you looking

for a change?

WEST END FIRE DISTRICT
PUBLIC NOTICE

THE WEST END FIRE DISTRICT WILL HOLD
THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE

WEST END FIRE AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT 
ON

MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2013 AT 5:00 P.M.
AT THE WEST END FIRE STATION

4203 NC HWY 73
WEST END, NC 27376

THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING IS
TO NOMINATE AND ELECT

TWO (2) DISTRICT RESIDENTS
TO THREE YEAR TERMS

TO THE WEST END FIRE AND RESCUE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

AALLLL FFIIRREE DDIISSTTRRIICCTT RREESSIIDDEENNTTSS AARREE 
UURRGGEEDD TTOO AATTTTEENNDD TTHHIISS IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT 

PPUUBBLLIICC MMEEEETTIINNGG..

910.673-2251
Cell 910.639.4084
Fax 910.673.3063

Dwight & Lisa Young
Owners

136 Mode Road
West End, NC 27376
www.ew+orist.com

���	
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West End Presbyterian

Church is organizing a
new men’s group for the
church called Presbyterian
Men.
The Presbyterian Men

met for the first time on
February 9 and plan to
gather the first Sunday of
each  month  in  the
church’s activities building,
the Crawford Center. The
men met a second time
on Sunday, March 3, over
breakfast.
Among the group’s main

purposes will be service
projects, not only for the
church, but for home-
bound parishioners as well
as local communities such
as West End and Seven
Lakes.
The group also will enjoy

fellowship and hold fel-
lowship events as well.
Other activities will include
devotions and Bible Study.
For additional details,

please call Lawton Baker,
the group’s organizer, at
400-5369.
West End Presbyterian

Church is a member of
the Presbyterian Church
(USA). WEPC, Knox Lane,
one block west of Highway
211, West End.
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The Lions Club of Seven
Lakes presented the West
Pine Middle School winners
of the Peace Poster Award
with a certificate and a cash
award.
The peace poster is a Lions
International Club program
that encourages the youth
of the world to express in art
the need for peace in the
world. Local Lions club mem-
bers present to middle school
art teachers a packet con-
taining the information about

the program. Each teacher
then challenges the students
to present their ideas and
work to put their ideas into
a form of art. 
Each year, Lions clubs
around the world proudly
sponsor the Lions Interna-
tional Peace Poster Contest
in local schools and youth
groups. This art contest for
kids encourages young people
worldwide to express their
visions of peace. For 25 years,
more than four million chil-
dren from nearly 100 coun-
tries have participated in the
contest. The grand winner
is acknowledge and given an
award. Awards are also given
to the top three candidates
in our local area. You can
see some of the art of the

peace poster program on
youtube, at Peace Posters. 

�ool �ids Serving Seven Lakes Since 2004!
Spring Break Camp, Summer Camp, After School Care, Teacher Work Days
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ST. MARY MAGDALENE
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Rev. Robert H. Brown The Rev. Fred L. Thompson The Rev. Carol J. Burgess
Vicar Priest Associate Deacon

The Episcopal Church Welcomes YOU!

PALM SUNDAY MAUNDY THURSDAY GOOD FRIDAY EASTER MORNING EASTER MORNING

March 24 March 28 March 29 March 31 March 31
Liturgy of the Palms Holy Liturgy for Sunrise Service Holy Communion
& Holy Communion Communion Good Friday Sequoia Point St. Mary Magdalene

9:30 a.m. 7:00 p.m. Noon 7:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m.

Over 30 Years of Service to Christ Through People
1145 Seven Lakes Drive, Seven Lakes, NC • (910) 673-3838

SCHEDULE OF HOLY WEEK SERVICES

OIL CHANGE BRAKES TIRES AC REPAIRS

WINDOW MOTORS WHEEL ALIGNMENT EMISSIONS TESTING

TRANSMISSION SERVICE BATTERIES/ALTERNATORS/STARTERS

Platinum Member of the Seven Lakes - West End Area Business Guild

Phil & Kathy Cook, Owners
Mike Deegan, Service Advisor

144 MacDougall Street • Seven Lakes, NC
673-2277

Seven Lakes Lions Club President Bill Seldomridge; Runner-up Karenna Levin; Runner–up Phi
Nguyen; West Pine Middle School Art Teacher Christine Padgett; poster Winner Jaci Vannatter,
and SL Lions program administrator John While.

Peace Poster Winners
Seven Lakes Emergency
Medical Services, Inc. will
hold their annual Chicken
Dinner Fundraiser on Fri-
day, April 5.  The meal will
be served from 11:30 am –
2:00 pm and 4:30 pm –
7:00 pm.
The dinner will consist of
a choice of chicken breast

or drumstick & thigh and
include coleslaw, baked
beans, roll, desert, and bev-
erage. 
You can dine at the EMS
building while visiting with
your friends and neighbors
or purchase take-out din-
ners. The price is only $8
per dinner. 

EMS Chicken Dinner

����������������
�
����������	����
The Chapel in the Pines
will offer a three week class
in “Basic Skills for the
Family Caregiver” on Mon-
days, April 8, 15 and 22
at 3:30 pm each day. 
Lynne Drinkwater, com-
munity educator for St.
Joseph of the Pines will
be the presenter; along
with Deanna Heck, St.
Joseph of the Pines, home-
care coordinator and reg-
istered nurse.
They will provide basic
skills and tips on daily
caregiving along with
teaching the techniques
in proper transferring  of
a patient.
There  is  no cost  to
attend. To register, contact
Fran Stark, 673-5493.



Keith Engels has joined
Whelan Realty, LLC in Seven
Lakes.
Engels retired from the US

Army in 1991, after 20 years
working with defense con-
tractors. 
“My last defense company

brought us here,” Engels
said, explaining how he his
wife Janet found Seven
Lakes. “What a welcoming
area, with great people, long
beautiful springs, and mild
winters. When families visit
Seven Lakes there is some-
thing for everyone; golf, boat-
ing, water sports, horseback

riding, biking, hiking, pottery
shopping, a great zoo, within
reasonable driving distance
to ocean beaches, sporting
events, international airports
and big cities . . . or just
relax, enjoy the sunshine
and the company of family
and friends.”
Engels worked as a real

estate agent in Maryland
prior to Operation Desert
Storm. 
So, when owner and agent

John Whelan offered him an
opportunity to return to Real
Estate, he was happy to join
the Whelan Team.
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Keith Engels joins the Whelan Realty Team
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Celebrating 10 Years – Serving Seven Lakes Since 2003!

104 Sweetbriar Ct, SLNorth 
Lot 21 Sec Lake Longleaf

Waterfront home on Lake Longeaf
with plenty of privacy near the front
gate of 7LN.  All brick home has
large screened porch with decks
overlooking the water, dock and
small beach.  All wood floors except
for tile in the baths, kitchen and laun-
dry room. 3 Bedrooms and 4 full
baths.  Full walk-out basement with

workshop, office or bedroom, full bath and unfinished family room with
wood stove. Walk up attic wired for two additional rooms. Priced below tax
value for a quick sale. Located on a quiet cul-de-sac. Easy to show.
Call Ann Benton   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $299,000
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111 Dubose Drive Seven Lakes West, Lot 5161 Westwood Sec
Wonderful building lot on cul-de-sac surrounded by beautiful homes. Lot
slopes away from the street lending itself to a walk-out lower level.
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .REDUCED to $32,000

124 Vanore Rd – Lot 4209, Seven Lakes West
Across the street from the Lake.  Deep lot with a slope towards the road.
Many nice trees.
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $42,000

—— We Sell All of Moore County ——

147 Otter Drive, Seven Lakes  West – Lot 4173
Nice wooded building lot located across the street from beautiful Lake
Auman! The lot has been septic approved, and is in a neighborhood of at-
tractive homes. It is only a short drive to the front and Hwy 73 gates. Seven
Lakes West has a 1,000 acre lake that has a beach/swimming area, recre-
ation center, boat access, good >shing, and is one of the few lakes in the
area where gasoline motors are permitted. This is a deal, priced well below
tax value!!!
Call Pete Garner . . . . . . . . . .    PRICE REDUCTION!   . . . . . . . . . $15,000

139 Beacon Ridge Drive, Lot 6044, Seven Lakes West
Prime Golf Front Lot on Beacon Ridge 18th Fairway. Flat lot sits above
road level.  Walking distance to Club House, Tennis Courts and Club Pool.
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . . .    PRICE REDUCTION!   . . . . . . . . . $39,000

104 Sunset Way, SLN
This well-maintained all brick home
has location, quality construction and
maintenance-free living plus large
rooms throughout with split bedroom
plan and 2-car garage.  Beautifully up-
dated kitchen with granite countertops
and brand new refrigerator.  Tile ?oor-
ing in bathrooms and kitchen and
Pergo laminate in Great room and
entry. Large 10 X 22 Carolina Room
with outside entrance overlooking
fenced back yard (MLS# 148527).
Call Elizabeth Childers . . . . $169,500

103 Dennis Circle – Seven Lakes West, Lot 4274R
Near back gate; corner of Dennis and Longleaf 1.25 acre ?at buildable lot
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $119,000

111 Douglas Drive – Seven Lakes West
True water view, great building lot, slopes from back to front, sits above
street and easy access to back gate.
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55,000

225 Windswept Vista 
Grande Pines

Magnificent home on 15 acres in gat-
ed subdivision. All Brick, 4 master
suites, kitchen with granite counter-
tops, upgraded appliances, 2 fire-
places, crown molding, hardwoods,
tile baths, home theatre,in-law suite,
3 car garage. MLS #: 151136.
Call Ann Benton . . . . . . . . $895,000

In September 2012, Karen Simmons-
Milligan of Karen Simmons Designs was
invited to study Mokume Gane with Master
Metal Clay artist, Jackie Truty, in Chica-
go.
Mokume Gane is the ancient Japanese

art of burling metals together to create
unique and fascinating patterns. Upon
completing the course work in Chicago,
Simmons came back to her home studio
to work on the second series of jewelry
projects. She sent pendants to Chicago
and passed her jury submission.  Those
same pieces were then forwarded to Art
Clay World Headquarters in Tokyo, Japan.
In February of 2013, Simmons finished

and received her rare Mokume Gane Cer-
tification from Art Clay World. This certi-
fication is currently held by less than 50
Metal Clay teachers in North America.  
Karen Simmons Designs offers finished

jewelry and jewelry classes at The Studio
located at 150-C Grant Street in Seven
Lakes Village. Contact by phone 910-673-
0842 or on line at www.karensimmons-
designs.com
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staffed by 246 precinct offi-
cials.
Clendenin thanked the

Sherif’s Department, Property
Management Department,
and IT Department for assis-
tance provided during the
election.
Data provided with Clen-

denin’s presentation showed
that voter turnout in Seven
Lakes was 78 percent, among
the highest in the county,
and turnout in West End
was above average, at 75 per-
cent.

Board urged to 
promote voter participation
NAACP President O’Linda

Gillis and member Maurice
Holland Jr. urged the Com-
missioners to oppose efforts
by some state legislators to
impose restrictions that will
discourage voter participation,
including requiring photo
IDs at the polls.
Recalling the sacrifices of

the civil rights era, Holland
asked the Board “to consider
a resolution to make it easier
for people to vote, to expand
voting, and not to put up
obstacles like photo ID.”
Noting that the NC Con-

stitution requires that “All
elections shall be free,” Hol-
land said voters who do not
have driver’s licenses would
incur costs when obtaining
a photo ID — or the birth
certificate required to obtain
one.
Noting that North Carolina

at one time “was one of the
worst in terms of voter reg-
istration,” Gillis said it was
now “one of the best,” and
asked the Commissioners to
oppose legislation that would
take a step backwards. “We
ask that we go forward
together,” she said.
Saying that she would “like

to rebut the two previous
ones,” Freida Powers of Pine-
hurst said that an advertise-
ment for the NAACP’s nation-
al convention noted that
attendees must bring photo
ID to be admitted. [In fact,
that requirement applied only
to reporters covering a speech
by US Attorney General Eric
Holder during the NAACP con-
vention in July. –GH.]

������
(Continued from page 6)

(See “County,” p. 11)
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John A. Whelan
Broker/Owner

www.WhelanRealty.com
John@WhelanRealty.com
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Other Business
In other business during

the Board of Commissioners
Tuesday, March 19 meeting:
•  The Board approved a

number of budget amend-
ments, including the transfer
of more than $4 million from
the general fund balance to
the capital reserve fund. That
total represents savings
against budgeted expenses
from the previous fiscal year.
The County’s financial policy
requires that any fund bal-
ance exceeding fifteen percent

of budgeted expenses be
transferred to the capital
reserve.
•  At the request of Public

Works Director Randy Gould,
the Commissioners accepted
a $1 million low-interest loan
from the NC Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources for the replace-
ment of a sewer lift station.
• The Commiss ioners

approved a $116,802 change
order to a contract with
Wharton-Smith for the
upgrade and expansion of

the Addor Water Pollution
Control Plant. The change
covers the installation of new
ductile iron aeration piping
to replace leaking pipes. 
•  A request for new lift sta-

tion monitoring equipment
was tabled at Gould’s request,
pending the gathering of fur-
ther information.
•  The Board approved a

$6,412 change order to a
contract with Terry’s Plumb-
ing for the Little River lift
station to reflect increased
cost of materials — but also,

at the advice of their con-
sulting engineer, withheld
$27,000 of the final payment
because the work was not
completed on time. The Little
River lift station is part of a
project that will carry waste
water from sewers in Vass
to the County’s Addor plant,
allowing the decommissioning
of the out-of-date Vass waste-
water treatment plant.
•  The Commissioners reap-

pointed Leah Brennan, Mary
Meindl, Jane Robinson, and
Judith Trevarrow to the Nurs-

ing and Adult Care Home
Community Advisory Com-
mittee; appointed Donna Blue
to the Moore County Board
of Health; and appointed
Brenda Burt and Clare Rug-
gles to the RSVP Advisory
Council.
•  Chairman Picerno was

appointed the County’s rep-
resentative to the Triangle J
Council of Governments at
his request. Picerno noted
that he had been a frequent
critic of County spending on

���

fifth place awards, the West
Pine debaters relaxed. They
cheered on as other teams
from Southern Middle and
New Century placed. 
West Pine eighth grader

Victoria Martin is following
in her mentor Mike Spizer’s
footsteps. Martin and Spizer
attended middle school
together up until this year.
Spizer is now a high school
freshman. “I had a great men-
tor and role model for this,”
said Martin. “Mike is on the
Pinecrest Debate Team this
year, and he really inspired
me.”
A great coach, supportive

team, and inspiring mentors
laid the foundation for Martin
and her teammate, seventh
grader Greg Lyne, to take

first place. “I am in a state
of shock,” said Martin. “This
is just an amazing honor. I
didn’t think that I did that
well. I actually thought we
lost.”
Lyne was as surprised as

Martin. “I couldn’t believe
it,” Lyne said. “This is my
first time doing this. I was
rea l ly  for tunate  to  get
matched up with Victoria
Martin. We just had a great
team and great coach, Ms.
Levin.” When asked what he
would like to be, Lyne con-
fidently replied that UNC is
his first choice, and he will
be a politician. 
This marks the second year

in a row that West Pine Mid-
dle School has placed first
in the countywide tourna-
ment. “When the Pinecrest

debate program is so strong,
it inspires younger students,”
said Coach Levin. “It is built-
in motivation. The sky is the
limit.”
Addressing the debaters at

the end of the day, Moore
County Schools Superintend-
ent Aaron Spence said: “It’s
a wonderful life lesson that
will prepare you for public
speaking skills and sharpen
your mind. It is also a great
lead-in to high school debate

programs.”
In the end it comes down

to composure — something
every competing student
attempted to maintain. At
the end, students, who had
kept it all in all day, finally
had the chance to let it all
out. 
“Be loud, be brief, be con-

fident, and be cool,” were
words of advice from volun-
teer judge and ESU member
George Hillard. Hillard, a

retired Army Reserve Com-
mander with a second career
in Corporative Training Meas-
ures should know. His job
was teaching adults how to
be effective communicators.
In Moore County they don’t

have to wait until they are
adults, thanks to the ESU
volunteers and coordinator
Sally Bold Frick, a supportive
community, and “great”
teachers.

Debate
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Never Clean
Gutters Again!

We've Finally Found Gutter
Covers That Really Work!

Call Today For
A Free Estimate

Watch For More New Products And Services

Rob has been an experienced practitioner in
the Sandhills for over 10 yrs.

Sick call pts seen same day. New pts accepted.We participate
with most insurances including United Health Care.
Experienced, compassionate, personalized care.

We still admit and attend to our own patients
at Moore Regional Hospital.

Call 255-0033 for an appt.
Conveniently located behind Lowe’s Food Store

at the intersection of rte 5 and rte 211

Dr. Ron Walters
is pleased to announce

the addition of
Rob Sherman PA-C
to his practice of internal medicine.

(Continued from page 4)

(See “County,” p. 12)
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federal budget cuts related
to sequestration could result
in a $400,000 to $500,000
reduction for Moore County
Schools. And “federal stim-
ulus money is no longer
there,” Spence said, referring
to additional federal funds
provided to school districts
as part of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act in 2009 and 2010.
On the state funding front,

“we are projecting a slight
increase in state funding in
Career Technical Education
(CTE) and for textbooks,”
Spence said. MCS expects
to receive $66.1 million in
state funding this year, and
$66.4 million next year.

Increase in County 
funding requested
For the last three years,

MCS has not requested an
increase in funding from
Moore County, holding the
local budget contribution
steady at $25.5 million. But
this year, Spence recom-
mends that the Board of Edu-
cation request and additional
$750,000 from the Board of
Commissioners, in order to
fund Phase II of MCS’ 1:1
Initiative, which aims to put
a digital device in the hands
of every student.
Phase 1 of the initiative

provided laptops to every
teacher and student at Pinck-
ney Academy and iPads to
students and teachers at
Carthage Elementary. This
Spring, all teachers in the
MCS system will receive lap-
tops, and digital devices will
be rolled out in middle
schools in North Moore.
Phase II, scheduled for the

2013-14 school year, will put
digital devices in the hands
of students at Cranes Creek
Middle, New Century Middle,
Union Pines High School,
and North  Moore  High
School. Phase III, in the fol-
lowing year, will provide
devices for students in south-
ern Moore County schools,
and Phase IV, in 2015-2016,
will complete the rollout of
digital devices in all elemen-
tary schools.
Explaining why elementary

schools would be last in line
to receive devices, Spence
said: “We need to go from
the top down, so that stu-
dents always have a device
once they have started with
a device.” 
Each phase will require

additional staffing of facili-
tators and technical positions,

including one technician for
every 1500 devices. MCS
serves nearly 13,000 stu-
dents.
Once all students are

equipped with digital devices,
the district projects a four-
year “refresh” interval, mean-
ing that one-quarter of
approximately 14,000 devices
will need to be replaced each
year. That is expected to cost
a little over $3 million, and
MCS projections envision
Moore County picking up $2
million of that cost.
Spence was quick to make

clear that laptops and tablets
are not an end in themselves.
“It’s not about the device they
have in their hand,” Spence
said. “It is about learning
with the resource that they
have in their hand.” 

Tenure for Teachers Unlikely
There will most likely be

no tenure for teachers report-
ed School Board Member
Kathy Farren. Farren, who
also serves as a director on
the NC School Boards Asso-
ciation (NCSBA) received
updates regarding tenure
Association’s March meet-
ing.

“Last Fall, the NCSBA lob-
bied the legislature, on our
behalf, regarding upcoming
bills,” Farren said. “We then
voted as a board to grand-
father in all teachers already
in the pipeline for tenure. It
has become fairly apparent
that it is not going to happen.” 
The NCSBA directors also

discussed a proposed bill
that would allow county com-
missioners to take control of
school property. “We have
already sent a resolution
opposing it,” said Farren. 
“They asked us to bring

our board to Raleigh and to
visit and speak with our leg-
islators,” Farren said. “It
makes a much bigger impres-
sion if you show up in Raleigh
on their turf.”

Student environmental
effort praised
The March Student Grow-

ing to Greatness award was
presented to Aayushi Patel,
a Pinecrest senior, who has
served for two years as the
President of the Student Envi-
ronmental Association. Over
the last two years she has
collected more than 31,000
chip bags for the TerraCycle
Company’s Chip Bag Recy-
cling Competition.  
Collecting chip bags has

apparently become the cool
thing to do. “It has become
almost a county wide endeav-
or,” said Libby Carter, Cer-
tified Staff at Pinecrest High
School.
Patel’s future might be in

the bag with her more than
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(Continued from page 7)

(See “School Board,” p. 13)

dues to the organization,
and said he wanted “to go
to this to see if this is some-
thing that can really help
Moore County.”
•  The Board reappointed

Ralph Harris to the Planning
Board, but then quickly
rescinded that action when
reminded by Planning Direc-
tor Debra Ensminger of a
new policy for screening Plan-
ning Board applicants. Ens-
minger explained that Plan-
ning Director Robert Hayter
had suggested that he, Ens-
minger, and a member of
the Board of Commissioners
should interview prospective
Planning Board members
and then make a recommen-
dation to the Board of Com-
missioners.

(Continued from page 11)

County
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now, they are much too nar-
row,” Pennington said. New
shelters would be relativity
inexpensive to build, requiring
four posts, painted plywood
siding and a tin roof. 

Horses Need Fresh Air
Referencing state require-

ments for stables Pennington
said: “Shelters are included
for inclement weather. Under
North Carolina law, you do
not have to provide shelter
for a pastured horse.”
“If we have fence line set

up, then I can have the hors-
es outside,” she explained.
“The horses will be locked
up in their paddock outside

— where horses should be.
Most horse owners want their
horses outside. Every horse
would have its own stall, so
that they can be packed up
in it for the night.”
“In our hospital paddock,

next to barn, there is a run-
in shed, and that can be
used as a stall for the ponies,”
said Pennington. “It was orig-
inally built to be a pony stall.
Ponies should not be indoors
ever, except in extreme weath-
er. And we have a stall for
that.”

Potential Boarders
Six residents within Seven

Lakes North, South, and
West, have expressed interest

in boarding their horses at
the stables, Pennington
reported. Board Member Bob
Racine questioned whether
North and South would be
given priority over the West.
In most stables, “it is first

come, first serve,” said Pen-
nington. “I have only con-
tacted the North, South, and
West communities. Six people
have expressed interest. I
think we should start with
boarding two, and see if this
works. It’s an experiment. I
personally think that it will
be successful and think we
should try it and see.” 

Start Small
“I think it would be good

to raise some revenue,” said
board member Steve Ritter.
“I like what you said about
trying it small and seeing
what happens. That seems
to be a reasonable approach.
You are currently generating
attendance numbers, and I
think that is very good. It
will give us a better idea of
usage. I am not sure prior
to you, that we felt the num-
bers were as accurate as they
can be.”
“We made a fairly significant

change to the guest passes,”
Ritter noted, referring to
recent price increases for
guest use of the stables. “I

am wondering what size of
a herd we are really going to
need to service the people.” 
“By the Fall, we will have

seen our biggest numbers,”
said Pennington. “The Sum-
mer will determine if this
new fee structure will have
any effect on the number of
riders. Due to safety, I only
take five people on a trail
ride at once. When we take
out kids below ten years of
age, we only have four.” 

Liability of Boarding Horses
SLLA Manager Ray Sohl

questioned the liability that
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Come Join the Food Revolution
@ the Spring Fest in Robbins on April 13, 10-4

Classic Car Cruise-in, Downhill Derby, &
Food Revolution...Something for everyone!
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(Continued from front page)

perfect GPA of 4.49. In her
spare times she participates
in other extracurricular activ-
ities including the Duke
Walkathon and Kick for
Kenya Shoe Drive. Patel plans
include medical school and
she has applied to both Duke
and UNC-Chapel Hill.

National Champions
Libby Carter was recognized

for leading the Pinecrest
Debate team to its third
National Championship. In
February Pinecrest Debaters
Elaine Kearney and Alex Sny-
der took first at the National
Debate Tournament at Har-
vard University. Sam Lewis
and Nick Temple placed sixth.
Carter credits her students

for keeping calm under pres-
sure. “You can not imagine
what it takes to get to the
point that these four did,”
Carter said. “Equate it to the
March Madness Preliminary.
The stress that goes into it
is mental and physical, rush-
ing from one round to next.
I enjoying going along with
them and seeing them come
out on top.”
The debaters proudly

showed off their silver cups.
“We couldn’t have done it
without Ms. Carter and our
teammates,” Snyder said.
The Pinecrest Debate Team

is also helping to mentor the
middle school debaters. High
school students helped dur-
ing the recent countywide
middle school debate com-

petition. 
“Congratulations to all the

middle school students, who
worked hard and did a great
job,” said board member
Laura Lang. “I also want to
thank the Pinecrest Debate
Club, who attended the
debate and helped mentor.
That’s the way we keep grow-
ing.”
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(See “SLLA,” p. 14)

SEVEN LAKES ORTHODONTICS
JOHN MARK GRIFFIES, PLLC

West End, NC 27376
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High Cost of Medicine Making
You Feel Out of Control?
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Quality Care Pharmacy
and let us bring the
cost of your drugs back
down to the ground!
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would be risked by boarding
horses. 
“No matter how many signs

posted or waivers signed, any
incident of negligence, and
we are left open,” he said.
Pennington said the risk of
accidents would be greatly
reduced by keeping the SLLA
herd separate from the board-
ed horses. 
“We as a board need to do

our due diligence,” said
Meyer. “I am seeing for the
first time a boarding agree-
ment. We have to go through,
dotting the i’s and crossing
the t’s.” Meyer suggested hav-
ing the SLLA attorney look
over the proposed boarding
agreement.
Board Members appeared

to agree that Pennington’s
proposal has potential. 
“In general, I am in favor

of raising revenue to offset
some of the cost,” Meyer said.
“I am also in favor of taking
a look at this from a revenue
perspective. Kate has thought
this through. But I am not
ready to approve this. I think
we ought to proceed, but we
are not ready to vote for any-
thing.” 
The Board voted to table

the discussion pending fur-
ther research and review. 

Prancing Horse
The use of the SLLA Stables

by the Prancing Horse organ-
ization has drawn a number
of interested spectators,
including Board members.
“It is fun to watch,” said

Meyer. 
Prancing Horse provides

therapeutic riding opportu-
nities for children with special
needs and disabilities, pro-
viding positive outreach for
SLLA while generating rev-
enue.
“I am very proud to say

that we have six horses and
two ponies that are Prancing
Horse qualified,” Pennington
said. “Helping special needs
children and giving them the
chance to ride a horse is
awesome. When I came here,
it took me a good four months
to learn the horses’ person-
alities. The horses we have
now are all good guys and
are very versatile. Our horses
have been desensitized. I did
everything possible to desen-
sitize them.” 

Summer Riding Camp
The SLLA riding camp for

children is a real bargain.
“We are well below other
camp’s prices,” Pennington
said. “I looked at five camps
in the area. The cheapest
camp I found was $300.
These fees are extremely
cheap for what we are doing.”
Pennington requested

increasing the camp tuition
from $50 to $75. “The reason
I wanted to increase it is so
we can do more crafts,” she
explained. “I would love to
be able to offer more crafts
and activities when the tem-
peratures reach above 100
degrees.” 
“I would support increasing

the cost of the camp,” Direc-

tor Racine said. The Board
voted to take the fee increase
to a vote at the next Open
Meeting.

Code of Ethics 
Community Manager Sohl

recommended updating the
Board’s Code of Ethics.
“These are basic and good
tools for the board,” Sohl
said.
Most of the points suggest-

ed by Sohl could be consid-

ered common sense provi-
sions — for example, that
no board member could
receive money related to
Board action or act unilat-
erally without the consent
of other Board members. [Nei-
ther The Times nor landown-
ers attending the Work Session
were provided with copies of
the recommended code.]
Director Ritter agreed he

was in favor of operating
under a code of conduct, but

worried that several of the
suggested provisions were
too restrictive. Citing one rec-
ommended proscription, Rit-
ter read, “A Board Member
or his or her family shall not
engage in writing or speech-
making that defames another
Board Member.” 
“Its one thing, if this refers

to me,” said Ritter. “But I
have a hard time in restricting
what a spouse can say.”
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Under Contract

“Your Body Tells You It’s Wright”
Dr. Sharon A. Wright • Doctor of Chiropractic

Mon Tues Wed & Fri  9:00 am – 12:30 pm  & 2:00 – 6:00pm
Thursday 9:00 am – 12:30 pm

No Fee For Consultation • Bring your Insurance

673-Back(2225)                277 MacDougall Drive
(Turn between Pharmacy & Dentist)

New Doctor in
Seven Lakes!

Accepting New Patients!

(Continued from page13)

(See “SLLA,” p. 15)
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Racine agreed with Ritter:
“I don’t want to tell my wife
she can’t say anything.”

The board discussed the
wording and made several
suggestions to Sohl. “It will
be on the agenda for the April
work session,” Director Meyer
said. “We will have time to
fine tune this a little bit.”

One Bad Apple
The  SLLA  o f f i c e  has

received numerous com-
plaints regarding extended
parking of recreational vehi-
cles [RVs] at residences. 

“It is a leading complaint
in the office,” said Sohl. The
most common abuse is when
a resident removes his RV
just long enough to restart
the amount of time it can be
parked in his driveway and
then brings it back in.

“This is aimed primarily at
one person,” said Racine.
“He comes in, parks, and
leaves his RV there for more
than 72 hours.”

Sohl suggested a stricter
ordinance for RVs that would
set a 30-day waiting period
between instances of parking
an RV at a residence.

Resident Jerry Johnson
said that he often took shorter
trips, and expressed concern
with the proposed rule. “It
says you can load it, but
cannot bring it back until
after thirty days. What if I
am only gone a week?” he
asked.

Racine agreed that Johnson
had made a valid point, and
the Board decided that the
language of the proposed rule
needed cleaning up.

“We certainly can word-
smith and change it,” said
Sohl. “But I think that it does
need to move forward.”

Island at North Mailhouse
Vehicles have repeatedly

driven into the split rail fence
that divides through traffic
from those stopping at the
Northside mailhouse, Sohl
reported. He recommended
replacing the fence with a
small four-foot-wide island
with a raised center that
would be planted with low-
maintenance shrubbery.

“I do think there is some
urgency to this,” said Sohl.

“It has become a safety issue.
The split rail fence has been
hit several times. I think we
need to go ahead and move
forward on this project. 

The island not only would
improve the appearance of
the area, but would most
likely reduce the number of
accidents, said Ritter. The
Board agreed to expedite con-
struction by conducting an
electronic vote once a contract
is secured. The cost of the
construction is not to exceed
$4,500.

Heading off Liability
Sohl consulted with SLLA’s

insurance broker to ask if
additional coverage would be
needed for transporting
employees to offsite swim
meets. 

“He did say it could be an
issue,” Sohl said. “He also
said we should consider a
sexual harassment package.” 

Sohl recommended adding
additional coverage to the
insurance policy in April. 

Pool Repairs
Due to the time sensitive

nature of pool repairs, Sohl
suggested an electronic vote
should be taken regarding
work on the pool. The work
is extensive and would
include replacing the coping
tile around the perimeter
with monolith concrete as a
better solution than brick.
Additional work will include
replacing the wall tile, as well
as repairing the pool tank
and the deck. 

“I don’t want to push this
into April,” said Sohl. “After
repairs the pool needs to be
inspected. I want to allow
plenty of time to make this
happen.”

The Board unanimously
approved holding an elec-
tronic vote once bids are
available.

Project Updates
In other project-related dis-

cussion during the March
11 Work Session the SLLA
Board:
• Heard that a new $1,000

pump will be purchased
to have on hand as a back-
up to be used for Ramapo
and Little J when neces-
sary. 

• Heard that the pumping
of Lake Sequoia into Lake
Echo has proceeded as
scheduled. Once Lake Echo
and Sequoia are equalized,

attention will be given to
Lakes Ramapo and Timber.
The pumping from Sequoia
to Echo will not exceed the
scheduled two-week peri-
od.
Directors Bob Darr and

Chuck Leach were absent
from the meeting.

������	
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200 Grant Street • Seven Lakes • 910-673-3737
Mon - Sat 11 am - 10 pm* • Sun Noon - 9 pm*

*Closing Subject to Game Time

Make the Lake House
Your NCAA Playoff
HEADQUARTERS!

Great Entrees with Choice of Two Sides
plus Tea or Coffee • 11:00 am - 2:30 pm

FREEWI-FI!

Free Lunch Delivery in 7 Lakes Business Village!

HOME COOKED
HOT LUNCHES!

$795

�����	�
	��������
����

Two-Person Teams
Weekly Tournament

Sign Up Info Below • Call for Details

Team Name ________________________

Team Members ____________________

____________________

Contact Phone # ____________________

Entry Deadline: 4/22

We Have All The NCAA
Tournament Action!

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL
www.tracyscarpets.com

FREE ESTIMATES – Check our prices before you buy

“In business over 39 years. Come by to see us.”

Travis Building • 136-A N. Trade Street
Office: 673-5888  •  Home: 673-5372  •  Fax: 673-0055

Hardwood
& Carpet

Largest Sale of the Year!
(on Selected Items)

TRACY’S CARPET

SAL
E!

West End Presbyterian Church (PCUSA)
��
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Palm/Passion Sunday service is March 24
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
services begin at 7
Worship – 11 a.m. • Sunday School 10 a.m.
Larry Lyon, Pastor; Chip Pope, Associate Pastor

West End Presbyterian Church is located on Knox Lane
in West End, one block west of Highway 211

673-4341

(Continued from page 14)
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•  Weymouth  Woods
Palustris Festival – 8 am
to 5:00 PM (All Day) Do
you enjoy a challenge?
Stop by the park office and
pick up instructions for a
nature scavenger hunt,
geocache style. Bring your
GPS and be prepared to
hike.

•  Weymouth  Woods
Palustris Festival – 8 am,
Bird Walk: Two-mile hike.
Meet at the park office.

•  Weymouth Woods  Palus-
tris Festival – 10 am, Wild-
flower Hike: Wildlife Biol-
ogist Alicia Jackson will
lead a hike. Meet at the
park office.

•  Moore County Historical
Association Palustris
Events – 10 am to 4 pm,
a display may be seen at
the Shaw House at the cor-
ner of Broad St. and Mor-
ganton Rd., Southern Pines.
Children’s book writer
Nancy Brewer will give a
talk at the Garner House
11 am, 1 pm & 3 pm. Spe-
cial a toy exhibit of 1940s
World War II era toys. $5
admission, children under
12 free. (910) 692-2051
Moore County Historical.

•  Weymouth Woods Palus-
tris Festival – 11:30 am,
Old Growth Hike. Meet the
oldest known longleaf in
the world! Meet at the park
office and car pool four
miles to the Boyd Tract.

•  Weymouth Woods  Palus-
tris Festival – 1 pm, Old
Growth Hike. Meet at the

park office and car pool
four miles to Boyd Tract.

•  Weymouth Woods  Palus-
tris Festival – 2:30 pm,
Red-cockaded Woodpeck-
ers. Join Brady Beck, biol-
ogist with the NC Wildlife
Resource Commission, for
an overview of the ecology
and research

t e ch -
niques.

Meet at Visitor Center Audi-
torium. 910-692-2167.

����	����	�
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•  Palm Sunday
•  Seven Lakes Chapel in
the Pines – 9 am, Palm
Sunday service. Proces-
sional will be a liturgical
dance by the children to
Heysanna ,  Hosanna ;
Chapel Choir will provide
music. 581 Seven Lakes
Drive, Seven Lakes.

•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church – 9:30 am,
Palm Sunday Liturgy. 1145
Seven Lakes Drive.

•  West End Presbyterian
Church –  11  am,
Passion/Palm Sunday wor-
ship. Service remembers
both Jesus’ triumphal entry
into Jerusalem as well as
the events that followed it
that led Jesus to the cross.
WEPC, Knox Lane, one
block west of Highway 211,

West End.
•  Moore County Concert
Band – performance, 2 pm
in the Grand Ballroom of
the Carolina Hotel, Pine-
hurst. Public invited. Free.
910-235-5229 www.moore-
countyband.com

• Seven Lakes Landowners
Association
A n n u a l
Meeting – 3
pm, Chapel
in the Pines
Jora lemon
Fellowship
Ha l l ,  581
Seven Lakes

Drive, Seven Lakes. Sign-
up for meeting 2:30 pm.

• Weymouth Center – 4 -5
pm, Party for the Pine. Fes-
tive refreshments will be
served. Hike to see the lon-
gleaf matriarch. One mile.
Hiking on sandy trails that
have roots and uneven sur-
faces. 910-692-2167.

•  The Rooster’s Wife – 6:45
pm, doors open at 6 pm,
in the gallery of Poplar
Knight Spot. Music guest
tonight: Frank Solivan and
Dirty Kitchen. Rooster’s
Wife.  114 Knight St. ,
Aberdeen, www.theroost-
erswife.org (910)944-7502.
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•  Weight Watchers Meeting

– 5 pm-6 pm, at St. Mary
Magdalene Episcopal
Church, 1145 Seven Lakes
Drive, Seven Lakes.

•  Monday Night Services
at WEUMC – Fellowship
Meal at 6 pm followed by
Worship Service at 7 pm.

Come as you are. West End
United Methodist Church,
4015 Highway 73, West
End. 673-1371.

•  Sandhills Natural History
Society – 7 pm, at Wey-
mouth Woods Auditorium,
1024 Ft. Bragg Rd., South-
ern Pines. “The First Car-
olinians:” Join Nick Radko
from UNC Pembroke to
learn all about the original
discoverers of the South-
east. He’ll discuss the Pale-
oindians. Visitors welcome.
910-692-2167  www.sand-
hillsnature.org
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•  First Day of Passover
•  Healing Service – 11 am,

St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church. 1145 Seven
Lakes Dr., Seven Lakes.
Intercessory prayers for the
sick & trouble, those in
harms way, traveling,
bereaved or deceased.
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•  West  End  Uni ted
Methodist Church – 12:00
noon, Holy Week Worship
Service. WEUMC, 4015 NC
Highway 73, West End.

•  Belford Baptist Church –
annual youth spring revival
through Friday March 29,
6 pm each night. Elder
Sherri Allgood of True Life
Ministries, Biscoe will be
the guest speaker. Everyone
welcome. 925 Windblow
Rd, Jackson Springs. Kay
Ashman 974-7501 or 315-
4867.

•  Rosary at Chapel in the
Pines – 7 pm, at the Chapel
in the Pines. Coordinator
Virginia Heerema, 673-
5150.

•  Seven Lakes Monday Art
Group Show – 7 to 9 pm,
new show in the Art Gallery
at St. Mary Magdalene
Episcopal Church building.
The public is cordially invit-
ed to the opening reception.
1145 Seven Lakes Drive.

•  Welcome Home Bible
Study – 7 pm, Rev. Dr.
Won Namkoong will lead
this session. Meet in the
West End United Methodist
Church Fellowship Hall.

�����	����	�
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•  Maundy Thursday
•  Bread of Life Ministry –

West End United Methodist
Church, 11 am until 1 pm.
Ministry is for seniors (wid-
ows, widowers, and the eld-
erly). Fellowship and devo-
tion and a meal $5.

•  Gallery at Seven Lakes –
1 - 4 pm, at St. Mary Mag-
dalene Episcopal Church,
1145 Seven Lakes Drive.

•  Back Health Program – 4
pm, Karen Backall, PT, with
Appalachian Physical Ther-
apy will speak on “Oh, My
215-0900 to reserve a seat.
Senior Enrichment Center,
8040 NC Highway 15-501,
Pinehurst.

•  Sandhills Winery Wine
Tasting – 5:30 pm to 8
pm. 1057 Seven Lakes
Drive. (910) 673-2949.
www.sandhillswinery.com

What’s When
Calendar

Welcome,
New Patients!

Call Harriet or Christine @ 673-0113

ONLY

$60
Comprehensive Exam,
Oral Cancer Screening,
Periodontal Exam, &
Full Mouth X-Rays!

New in town? Ready for a change?
We make it easy and affordable for new
patients to become a part of our family.

120 Grant Street • Seven Lakes Village
Mon – Thurs 7:30 – 3:00

WE CATER TO COWARDS!

673-0113

145 W. Plaza Dr., Seven Lakes • PackShipPartySupply@hotmail.com • 910-400-5459

It’s Tax Time!
Let us handle your photocopies and faxes.

Offering all FedEx & USPS services!

(Good Thru 4/15/13)
35%

OFF
Easter & Spring
Party Supplies



  WHAT’S WHEN                                                                                                                March 22, 2013            Seven Lakes Times               17

•  Seven Lakes Chapel in
the Pines – Maundy Thurs-
day, a Seder dinner at 6
pm. Significance of the
Seder meal will be explained
by Jeff and Ellen Marcus
from Temple Beth Shalom.
Limited number of tickets
available to the public. Cost
is $9 for adults; no charge
for children. 673-2156 for
information. 581 Seven
Lakes Dr., Seven Lakes.
•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church – 7 pm,
Maundy Thursday Liturgy.
1145 Seven Lakes Drive,
Seven Lakes.
•  West End Presbyterian
Church – 7 pm, Maundy
worship service. Service
includes the Lord’s Supper
and will conclude with a
stripping of the sanctuary.
WEPC, Knox Lane, one
block west off NC 211.
•  West  End  Uni ted
Methodist Church – 7 pm,
Maundy Thursday Service,
congregation will gather for
Holy Communion and be
given the opportunity to
participate in Foot Washing
as Jesus did with his dis-
ciples. WEUMC, 4015 NC
Highway 73, West End.
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•  Good Friday
•  Elberta Masonic Lodge –
annual  BBQ or  Fr ied

Chicken Dinner on. On
Highway 73, West End.
•  West  End  Uni ted
Methodist Church – 12
noon, Good Friday Service
of Tenebrae. WEUMC, 4015
NC Highway 73, West End.
•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church – 12 noon,
Good Friday Liturgy, Sta-
tions of the Cross Devotion
follows. 1145 Seven Lakes
Dr., Seven Lakes.
•  West End Presbyterian
Church – 7 pm, Good Fri-
day worship service. This
special service includes the
Solemn Reproaches of the
Cross and ends in silence.
WEPC, Knox Lane, one
block west of Highway 211,
West End.
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•  Eagle Springs Baptist
Church Easter Egg Hunt
– 9:30 am to 11:30 am,
join in for a great morning
of fun. 460 Eagle Springs
Road, Eagle Springs. 919-
538-3957.
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•  Easter Sunday
•  West  End  Uni ted
Methodist Church – Sun-
rise Service at 6:45 am, at
West End Cemetery, 7:30
am Breakfast at West End
Baptist Church, and then
join the church at 8:30 am

or 11:00 am Easter Services
WEUMC, 4015 NC Highway
73, West End.
•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church – 7 am, East-
er Sunrise Service at Lake
Sequoia.
•  McDonalds Chapel Easter
Sunrise Service – 7 am,
Service held outdoors in
the cemetery. Easter Sun-
rise Service features a flow-
ering of the cross, and a
covered dish breakfast after
the service. Everyone invit-
ed. McDonalds Chapel
Presbyterian Church, 1374
Foxfire Road, Aberdeen (out
Linden Road from Pine-
hurst). Jill McCloy at 692-
5094.
•  Eagle Springs Baptist
Church – 7:30 am, Easter
sunrise service, followed
by breakfast. Easter service
begins at 10 am. 460 Eagle
Spr ings  Road ,  Eag l e
Springs. 919-538-3957.
•  Seven Lakes Chapel in
the Pines – 9 am Easter
Sunday service, with special
music by the Chapel Choir.
581 Seven Lakes Drive,
Seven Lakes.
•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church – 9:30 am,
Easter Li turgy at  the
church building with tra-
ditional seasonal music.
1145 Seven Lakes Drive.

•  West End Presbyterian
Church – 11 am,  Easter
Sunday worship with joyful
Easter hymns. An Easter
egg hunt for the young chil-
dren will begin around 10
am. Everybody is invited
to bring along spring flow-
ers to decorate the cross
in front of the church, a
tradition at West End Pres-
byterian. WEPC, Knox
Lane, one block west of
Highway 211, West End.
•  McDonalds Chapel – 11
am, worship service Easter.
McDonalds Chapel Pres-
byterian Church, 1374 Fox-
fire Road (out Linden Road
from Pinehurst). Jill McCloy
at 692-5094.
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•  Day of Reflection – Elder
Ministry for Seniors, 10:30
am to 11 am, check-in; 11
am to 2:30 pm, program.
Closing mass at 2:30 pm.
Presented by Monseigneur
Mo West, “Growing in Age
and Grace” Free, but reg-
istration required. Light
lunch provided. Register
with Trudy Hintz at 910-
400-5034 or Sandra Break-
field 704-370-3220. Held
at Our Lady of the Americas
Catholic Church, Biscoe
• Women of Seven Lakes –
2 pm, at the Chapel in the

Pines Joralemon Hall. Dora
Lancaster will speak on
“Behind the Veil: Life in
Saudi Arabia,” sharing her
experiences living in this
desert kingdom.

• Ruth Pauley Lecture
Series – 7:30 pm, Dana
Beach will offer a view of
“Coastal Conservation”
Owens Auditorium, Sand-
hills Community College
Pinehurst. Free to the pub-
lic. 910-245-3132.
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•  SL EMS Chicken Dinner
Fundraiser – served from
11:00 am, and until they
run out of chicken. $8 per
plate. 50/50 raffle this year.
Seven Lakes Fire Station,
Seven Lakes Drive.

�
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•  McLendon Hills Neigh-
borhood Yard Sale – 7:00
am – 12:00 pm. More than
50 residents have combined
their treasures for the ulti-
mate yard sale. Shop until
you drop.
•  West End Presbyterian
Yard Sale – 8 am to 1 pm,
in the church’s activities
building, the Crawford Cen-
ter. Proceeds from the yard
sale will help pay to send
a mission team to Chetu-
mal, Mexico this Summer.
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This, however, works fine
for me. In fact, I kind of like
it. 
“This” is the way we receive

our United States Postal Serv-
ice mail in Seven Lakes. It
i s  on my mind o f  la te ,
because, on the West Side,
we have a fancy new mail-
house. I always have loved
new things. Make it shiny,
and make it new, and I am
happy.
Back to O’Keefe, however.

O’Keefe was an Irish terrier,
a dog my Dad purchased to
enjoy during his retirement.
Dad died six months into
his retirement, however, leav-
ing a still very young O’Keefe
for my Mom to raise.
O’Keefe was crazy.  Actu-

ally, she was C-R-A-Z-Y. 
O’Keefe was so high energy

she didn’t bounce off walls;
she routinely collided with
walls. She didn’t approach
li fe with vigor;  she ap-
proached life with an incred-

ible energy and questionable
judgment previously only
reserved for middle school
males.
O’Keefe would have many

highlights in the course of a
single day, but maybe nothing
ever was better than the mail-
man approaching our house

to drop letters through the
slot in the front door. The
slot would open, the mail
would be stuck through it,
and O’Keefe would go totally
vertical, flying at the door
and hitting it every single
time with all four feet at once.
For O’Keefe, life was never

better.

For the mailman, he would
always be glad to see that
all ten of his fingers were
still there after encountering
O’Keefe’s mail slot.
For us Seven Lakes resi-

dents, however, our mail
delivery is a slightly calmer
experience. Our mailhouses

are meccas. They
are destina-
tions on our
daily jour-
neys.  The
mailhouse
is a place
you  go ,  a
place to see
your neigh-

bor, a place to buy a raffle
ticket, and a place to study
the community bulletin board
on what club meets next. 
Picking up the daily col-

lection of catalogues, credit
card offerings, and bills is
only secondary. Most of my
mail now goes straight from
the mailbox to the recycling

center scrap paper tub at
my house, where it rests for
never more than seven days. 
Then, I take it all to the

new recycling monster at the
dumpster, except I am not
paid 44 cents (or whatever
is the price of a stamp these
days) for each envelope I drop
into the jaws of the new recy-
cling monster.
On the West Side, our new

mailhouse is a shining bea-
con on a ridge. It looks grand;
it smells even better (can we
not market the smell of a
new building or new car?).
It is totally high tech, with
two flat screen televisions
that  scro l l  community
announcements. Some day,
I am going to take along a
lawn chair and sit at the
mailhouse for a while to
watch the television, to make
sure I know exactly when
the pancakes will be for sale.
I like it, too, because the

parking lot is roomier and

less of a traffic challenge
than the old one that sat
between the roads leading
in and out of the subdivision.
I came close to probably
killing about a pedestrian a
year at the old mailhouse
site; I myself was almost hit
nearly twice a year. Those of
us who survived the old mail-
house site are completely
appreciative that our very
lives, not to mention our vehi-
cles, are now far less vul-
nerable targets at the new
mailhouse.
And the mail carriers them-

selves? They are even more
grateful they don’t have to
deal with the O’Keefes of the
world.

Seven Lakes resident
Larry Lyon is a former
newspaper editor and

columnist. He now serves
as the pastor of West End
Presbyterian Church in

West End. His column is in
no way theological.

This never would have worked for O’Keefe

Seven Lakes Times
March 22, 2013 OPINION

Dear Editor:
For two months, I have

been reading articles sub-
mitted by Fred Young in
which he expresses his con-
cerns about the future of
Seven Lakes. Although I have
no title like “President Emer-
itus” to put after my name,

my wife and I do have a com-
bined 57 years experience
as teacher and assistant prin-
cipal in the public high
schools of North Carolina.
After serving the public for

so many years and having
lived in the city where we
worked, we were ready for

some privacy. When we
moved to Seven Lakes, we
thought we had died and
gone to heaven.
Living behind the gates of

Seven Lakes has been a
dream-come-true for us. We
residents of Seven Lakes obvi-
ously respect our forests,
our lakes, and our neighbor-
hood streets. By incorporating
and removing our gates, we
expose our forests, our lakes,
and our neighborhood streets
to an uncaring public which
has no vested interest in our
serenity and our beauty.
Removal of the gates would

be an open invitation to some
people to come cruise and
race up and down our streets
day and night with their
stereos blasting. If readers
want to see what our streets
would soon look like, please
take a slow drive from Seven
Lakes to West End. Take an
inventory of the beer cans,

the water bottles, and the
fast food wrappers littering
NC Highway 211. That’s what
the public thinks of our
streets!
I am not interested in Mr.

Young’s “substantial speed
bump” to replace our gates;
I am not interested in his
fancy drawings of the busi-
ness district, as long as they
are tied to incorporation; I
am not interested in his color
photographs of the gates that
he proposes to remove. 
What I am interested in is

our privacy, our serenity,
our cleanliness, and our
beauty. All these things we
already have because of the
gates.
I do not care how much it

costs annually to operate the
crossbars. I enjoy living in
this beautiful, pristine,
serene, and private neigh-
borhood, and I’m willing to
pay the price. Please do not
jeopardize the beauty of living
in Seven Lakes.

Bob Hancock
Seven Lakes West

Don’t jeopardize the beauty of Seven Lakes
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Your letters
welcome!

The Times welcomes letters
from our readers, and we print

most all we receive. You will need to sign your
letter, and give us a phone number where you can be
reached. We recommend that your letter not exceed 300
words. 
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Question: I have known
that I am gay since I was 13
years old. Last year, at age
19, I told my parents, who
are strong Christians. To my
surprise, they accepted me
and told me that they had
known about my sexual ori-
entation for several years.
My problem became the
church our family attends.
When my farther told the
pastor about me, the pastor
told me that homosexuality
is a sin condemned in the
Bible; and, that if I didn’t
repent and change, I was
going to hell. He sent me to
a counselor who tried to
change me. It was a horrible
experience. I have left the
church, but my parents have
remained. I consider myself
a Christian and even feel
that God may be leading me
into the ministry, where I
can help people like me in

the future. Do you know any
churches that will accept
me?

Response: I have great
sympathy for your situation
and great admiration for your
parent’s acceptance of your

sexual orientation. I urge you
to honor their wishes to
remain with their church
even if you rightfully feel that
you must leave. 
You are a child of God and

God created you and accepts
you as you are. Don’t believe
anyone who tells you that

you are not.
There is strong evidence

that “change-counseling” does
not actually change gay and
lesbian people into hetero-
sexuals, and there is a lot
of evidence that the guilt and

condemnation it
generates in the

counselees
is extremely
h a r m f u l
psychologi-
ca l l y  and
spiritually. I
pray  that
you escaped
this without

scars. The fact that you are
looking for an accepting
church is a good sign.
I am acquainted with many

gay and lesbian ministers,
and I encourage you to listen
carefully to the possibility
that God is calling you into
ministry. I also know of sev-

eral churches in your area
that would welcome you and
support you in your search.
The leading denominations

in the affirmation of gender
equality are The United
Church of Christ (Congrega-
tional) and the Episcopal
Church in America. More
recently, The Presbyterian
Church USA and the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church have
begun ordaining gays and
lesbians as ministers. I would
recommend that you look in
these directions for a church
home. Make an appointment
with the minister and openly
discuss your own life’s jour-
ney and the possibility of
that congregation’s accept-
ance and support.  
I wish I could recommend

my own denomination, The
United Methodist Churches,
but in recent years the
Methodists have continued

to affirm gays and lesbians
as persons of worth in the
sight of God, but deny them
ordination and forbid clergy
to bless same sex unions or
marriages. 
Although I am joined by

hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands of United Methodist
clergy, who oppose this policy,
the denomination itself
appears to be strengthening
its opposition to change and
chooses to remain on the
wrong side of history and
the wrong side of the Gospel.
Never forget that you are

loved and accepted by God
just as you are. and that
Jesus does not hesitate to
call you as a disciple. 

Don Welch, the minister at 
the Chapel in the Pines

welcomes your questions
and comments at:

dwelch1@nc.rr.com

I’m gay . . . and feel called to the ministry

Mike’s
Tire and Auto Center
We Do Timing Belts, All Suspensions, A/C Service,

Brakes, Drivability Problems, Four-Wheel Alignments,
Oil Changes, Transmission Flush, Radiator Flush

We Have the Best Prices on Tires!

––– 673-3788 –––
Michael & Teresa Salyer 299 Grant Street

Owners Seven Lakes, NC 27376

Pick Up and Delivery Available
in the Seven Lakes Area!

“I Love Referrals”
Do you know someone who

is thinking about buying 
or selling a home?

Please mention my name:
Ann Benton

Ann Benton
ABR, GRI, RRS

BROKER

Cell 910-295-7732
Office 910-235-8700
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The Seven Lakes Monday
Art Group will open a new
show in the Art Gallery at
St. Mary Magdalene Episco-
pal Church building on
Wednesday, March 27. 
The public is cordially invit-

ed to the opening reception,
to be held from 7:00 to 9:00
pm. Afterward, the Gallery
will be open on Wednesdays
and Thursdays from 1 pm
to 4 pm for six weeks.
The group has done some-

thing different for this show:
Members –  Seven Lakes
artists Ann Bright, Carol
Burgess, Roy Harter, Jane
Morrelli, Helen Pardue,
Andrea Schmidt, Magda Son-
derfan, and Sue Thomas - -

have each rendered inter-
pretations of four photo-
graphs by local photographer
Laurie Odiorne. 
Media include oil pastel,

watercolor, acrylic/oil, pencil,
and colored pencil, and the
works reflect the variety of
the individual artists’ per-
ceptions and renditions.

New Show from Monday Art Group

A church with a passion to help you know God
and discover His will for your life.

Now at Seven Lakes Plaza.

Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m.
Contemporary Worship and Service

Nursery and Children’s Ministry

www.gracechurchsp.org • 910-692-6711

CCutler utler TTrreeee
fine pruning of trees & ornamentals

tree and stump removal
plant site consulting & tree loss evaluation

692-7769
Geoff Cutler
Certified Arborist Fully Insured

Give the gift of life!

Visit
redcrossblood.org
to learn how and
where to donate.
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The History Channel has
recently begun a miniseries
entitled, “The Bible,” which
has sparked some interesting
dialogue among people. 

I have read of those who
think that this program is
blasphemy and that people
should completely avoid
watching it. Others believe
this is a fantastic way to
learn the Bible stories. I have
heard people in the grocery
store talking about the Bible;
and I was excited at first,
until I realized that they were
talking about the TV show. 

Whatever the case, people
are talking about it!

I must admit that I have
been recording the series and
that I have watched every
episode with my two sons.
We have enjoyed it very much
and been pleasantly sur-
prised, in general, with the
first two episodes. Unfortu-
nately, there are many things
that are covered in the real
Bible that have been omitted
from the shows. This is cer-

tainly understandable, since
it is only a five part minis-
eries. 

Some artistic liberties have
been taken, such as the
angels who rescued Lot from
Sodom being portrayed as
ninja angels. Samson is pre-
sented as African, not Jewish.
Some events are presented
in improper sequences as
well; but overall, I believe the
producers have done a good
job presenting what they have
covered. 

At our house, we have
taken on the series as a chal-
lenge, looking for what has
been left out and seeing if
there are any problems with

the presentation. We have
quizzed each other about
some of the things that were

not included in
the presenta-

tion. One of
my  sons
pulled out
his Bible to
check  on
something
tha t  was
quest ion-
able. 

We all had a good laugh at
the ninja angels and started
karate chopping each other
as we shouted out “ninja
angel!” Okay, maybe that is
too much information, but
we have really enjoyed it to
this point.

People have asked me if
they should watch the series
or if they should allow their
children to watch it. I think
that, as with any media, par-
ents should preview what
their children will view, to
make sure that it is appro-
priate. Once you have deter-

mined that it is appropriate
for your children, watch the
presentation with them.
Encourage them to ask ques-
tions, and then go to the
Bible with your family and
discuss the things that were
left out and the lessons that
they should learn from the
stories. Perhaps, you could
even discuss how you would
have portrayed it if you were
making the movie. 

I think that any catalyst
that sparks an interest in
Americans to read the Bible
is of some value. This minis-
eries may be a great way to
start a conversation with

your children about God and
the Bible. Just don’t base
your theology on what they
present on a television show.
Read the Bible and see how
God has moved in history.
Talk about your faith with
your children. Enjoy the pro-
gram for what it is and then
use it as a tool to lead your
children to the Bible. 

The Bible is after all, God’s
love letter to mankind.

Chris Hrabosky is pastor
at Seven Lakes Baptist

Church. You may send him
your question or comments

at chrabosky@mac.com.

‘The Bible’ – The TV show, that is

Custom Compounding
Free Delivery

Rx Price Matching
Personal Service

120 MacDougal l Drive  • 673-7467
Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6 pm • Sat 8:30 am – Noon

www.7lakesrx.com
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Your Health, Your Pharmacy!

The people of West End
United Methodist Church
4015 NC Highway 73, West End, NC 27376
Sunday School 9:45 am Worship 8:30 & 11:00 am

Pastor - Dr. Won Namkoong • Phone: 673-1371
o
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         Rev. Chris Hrabosky
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Dear Editor:
Webster’s Dictionary defines
“incorporation” as: “to com-
bine or join with something
already formed; make part
of another thing: include;
embody.”
Not to offend anyone, but
some people in each existing

Seven Lakes community do
not want others from the
other community to invade
their space. You would think
that incorporation would be
a good idea — and it would
be, if everyone could just get
along and work for a better
“Greater Seven Lakes,” but

that is not the case here.
Until this mentality is over-
come, there will never be an
incorporated or united Seven
Lakes.
In order for “true” incor-
poration to take place, you
would have to eliminate both
sets of landowners boards
and do away with both sets
of dues; elect a Mayor or
Council or some other form
of government and impose
a fair tax on everyone, includ-
ing the business district;
share entrances and ameni-
ties and enjoy the freedom
to travel within all areas. 
Now, we all know that this
will never happen!
A five cent property tax is
the minimum tax required

by the state. Foxfire has a
thirty-five cent tax and they
only have around 1,000 res-
idents. That is seven times
greater than the five cent tax
proposed for Seven Lakes,
with about 5,000 residents.
A 24/7/365 police depart-
ment will require several offi-
cers, plus a chief, clerical
staff, police vehicles, and a
headquarters. You have to
pay for uniforms, equipment,
training, and liability insur-
ance. This alone could never
be funded on the proposed
five cent tax.
Or  do  you  keep  bo th
boards, continue to charge
each community their own
separate dues, and then add
on an additional thirty-five

cents in new taxes and elect
a new form of government
that will then have to contend
with the two existing boards?
More government, more taxes
— just what we need. 
Some of us have been
through all this before. It
wasn’t good then and it isn’t
good now. So, let’s  put an
end to this debate and actu-
ally try to be good neighbors.
Let’s get along like we should
and behave like adults. 
As long as there are sepa-
rate communities with sep-
arate gates, amenities, and
agendas, incorporation will
never happen.

Mike Pusillo
Seven Lakes South

Dear Editor:
With all the attention
focused on losing our gates
and gaining some sort of pre-
conceived business and sub-
urban utopia, I feel driven
to report on what we may
be overlooking in this argu-
ment, our most precious
commodity: our lakes.
I love the fact that I can
pack a picnic, take the kids
to the beach, and feel like
we practically own the lake.
With virtually no one in sight,
we are free to frolic and play
in peace and security, with
little threat of crowds or the
litter and destruction that
generally accompanies public
access. 
I fear that in losing our
gates, we are placing our
lakes on a sacrificial alter of
sorts, all for the promise of
a beautifully rendered archi-
tectural suggestion.
And it is just that: a sug-

gestion. Once the gates come
down, there is no promise
that our business village will
ultimately be transformed
into a chic and modern com-
mercial establishment.  
But what is certainly a
guarantee is that our lakes
wil l  be inundated with
throngs of people who do not
live in our neighborhoods
and have no vested interest
in the conservation and
preservation of our most
prized asset. 
The peace and serenity we
now enjoy at our precious
lakes is sure to become a
distant memory, should we
be forced to tolerate an influx
of unrestricted access which
threatens to destroy the very
thing that attracted many of
us to this neighborhood in
the first place.  

Jenelle Mick
Seven Lakes North

Protect the lakes

It looks like just another residence
but it comes with a little inside help.

St. Joseph of the Pines’ Family Care Homes offer
personalized assisted living in a residential setting.
You’ll enjoy the privacy of your own bedroom and
share the kitchen and family room areas with 5 others.
And neither you nor your new roommates will have to
worry about housekeeping, laundry, lawn care, meals,
medicine or even transportation. There are only a
limited number of rooms available, so call
910.246.1051 today to reserve your room.

Call 910.246.1051 to reserve your room today.

Where life just keeps getting better.

A member of the St. Joseph of the Pines Aging Services Network
sponsored by the Sisters of Providence.

www.sjp.org

Seven Lakes is too divided to incorporate
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This is the fourth in a series
of articles on the future of
Seven Lakes by Westsider
Fred Young, President Emer-
itus of Elon University and
Chair of VIF International
Education. He and his wife,
Phyllis, built their first house
in Seven Lakes North in 1978
and moved to Seven Lakes
West in 2006. Contact him at
youngf@mindspring.com. 

Article 6: 
Frequently Asked Questions
Does Moore County provide

police services, zoning, and
building codes, and NCDENR
drainage rules?
Yes, Seven Lakes is under

county zoning, building, and
other codes. The results are
self-evident. These standards
are not adequate if Seven
Lakes is to become one of

the premier residential devel-
opments in the Southeast.

Would Seven Lakes be get-
ting back all the sales tax
money since NC is in poor
financial straits? 
The sales tax money has

been there for each of the
past 80 years; the sales tax
law has been in place since
1933. In 2011, sales tax rev-
enue was approximately $6
billion, which was shared
between the State, 100 coun-
ties, and 553 cities. While
the rate has been adjusted
a few times, the law itself
has never been questioned
because it is such a large
proportion of state revenue
and is shared by so many
levels of government. 

Could an incorporated Seven
Lakes have an ABC Store?

Yes, and collect a portion
of the taxes. Last year,
Aberdeen received $50,629
in ABC store revenues.

What will incorporation do
for me? 
Seven Lakes will provide a

business district and com-
munity entrance that you
will be proud of, that your
guests will want to visit, that
will provide restaurants and
other businesses that will
make your life more conven-
ient  and improve  your
lifestyle. 
Your roads will be repaved;

your  s ecur i t y  w i l l  be
improved. 
Your costs will be reduced

about $300 annually.
Your property values could

increase 25% – 50% and the
sales time may be reduced.

How will incorporation save
money for me and the Seven
Lakes community?
Retaining the approximately

$1,600,000 annually in sales
tax and other revenues that
we currently forfeit will pay
for most of the town govern-
ment services.
The town will maintain and

repave roads and provide

security, thus reducing the
landowner association expen-
ditures about $300 per mem-
ber. At the discretion of the
landowners association
boards, these funds can be
used to reduce member fees,
build reserves, mitigate future
increases, or provide addi-
tional services.

Future of 7 Lakes: Frequently Asked Questions

910.673-3400
Cell 910.639.4084
Fax 910.673.3063

Dwight & Lisa Young
Owners136 Mode Road

West End, NC 27376
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Sales • Installation • Service

On All
Propane Appliances

103 SHEROFF
Like new (2005) 3 Bedroom 2

Bath Split Plan Close to
Johnson Point. $239,000

147 EDGEWATER
3 bedroom 3 bath w/walk out,
move in ready on Echo in SLN

$299,900

177 MORRIS DRIVE
3BD, 3.5 all brick, lake front

home. Perfect for evening out-
door living. $595,000

TOM MCGINNIS, BROKER/REALTOR®

673-1724 • 315-9127 (c) • 673-3676 (h)
E-mail: tmcginnis1948@earthlink.net • www.propertyctr.com

Please take time to visit our new website!

The Property Center

LOT 51, PHASE IV – $74,900 
ATTENTION INVESTORS! 

ALL REASONABLE OFFERS CON-
SIDERED!

LOT 52, PHASE IV – $115,000

BEAUTIFUL 6.15 ACRE LOT

LOT 10, PHASE II – $125,000
BEAUTIFUL HOME SITE

ON SCENIC ACREAGE

WE HAVE GOLF FRONT,

LAKE FRONT AND LAKE VIEW

LOTS AVAILABLE!

102 THOMAS POINT
3 BD, 2 BA, screened porch
close to Johnson Pt and BR
Country Club.  $175,000
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114 OWENS CIRCLE
Immaculate and recently-

updated 3BR, 2 BA Split Plan.
$225,000
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104 FOGLEMAN COURT
3BD, 2BA on a private cul de
sac near the back gate in SLW

$224,900
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AVAILABLE MORGANWOOD LOTS

103 STANDISH POINT
Outstanding like new one acre

Lake Auman Waterfront.
Call Tom – $749,000
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Dear Editor:
Fred Young’s most recent

article on the future of Seven
Lakes has a nice spreadsheet
and a professional looking,
quantitative analysis of the
financial situation, marred
only by the absence of one
minor detail: How in the
world are we going to pay
for everything he and others
have proposed with a tax of
only five cents per hundred?  
He doesn’t explain that:

for all the talk about the
money we are “throwing
away,” and the income side
of the equation (By the way,
how was the $1.6 million
calculated?), a complete
analysis needs to discuss
the cost side as well. How
did he come up with a five
cent tax rate anyway?  That
is only the minimum tax
allowed by the state.  No
other community in the area
has a tax rate close to that. 
I am also concerned that

Mr. Young is double-counting
his $1.6 million:  You can’t
claim additional income and
operational savings on road
maintenance. We will have
an additional source of
income, but we still pay for
the roads, not the state,

county, or NCDOT.  And the
cost to us of bringing the
roads up to standard or of
providing continuing main-
tenance, as we do currently,
is the same whether we do
it through the landowners
associations or through a
new incorporated entity.
I think these are the two

most important questions
that need to be addressed,
but there are other gaps in
his series. For example, in
his first article he notes that
some realtors will no longer
send prospective clients
copies of The Seven Lakes
Times because of the con-
stant squabbling. Does he
really believe that adding a
new layer of bureaucracy
will reduce the squabbling?
The key issue is that with-

out a reasonably detailed
breakdown of the source(s)
of the increased revenues as
well as the cost of doing
everything that is being pro-
posed, it is impossible to
evaluate the financial efficacy
of incorporation.  Let’s under-
stand all the facts, not just
those supporting one side of
the issue.

Mike Shapiro
Seven Lakes West

More analysis needed

(See “FAQ,” p. 23)
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Why should I spend my
money to improve downtown
and pave roads in other devel-
opments?
Because incorporation will

improve your community,
your style of life, and your
property values.
Because developing and

maintaining an attractive
downtown area is key to
attracting new residents to
the Seven Lakes area. 
Because incorporation will

cost little or nothing and will
actually save money for most
land owners and the com-
munity.
It would be to your advan-

tage for your money to be
used to pave roads in Seven
Lakes. The sales taxes that
you are currently paying and
forfeiting are being used to
pave the streets in Foxfire,
Pinehurst, Carthage, et al. 

Will non-residents be able
to put their boats in our lakes?

No. Lakes and other ameni-
ties are and will remain pri-
vately owned. The landowners
associations may have to beef
up security at the boat ramps
and provide a patrol to ensure
that non-member boats are
not in the lakes. These steps
are already being done effec-
tively on the West and to a
lesser degree on North. 
It is certainly more eco-

nomical to provide security
at the lakes during daylight
hours in the summer than
to operate gates at the
entrances 24/7/365 at a cost
of over $400,000 per year,
plus forfeiting $1,600,000 in
sales tax revenue. 
Pinehurst and Whispering

Pines have lakes, swimming
pools, and tennis courts and
experience no significant
problems with security.
Having a Police Department

on hand to arrest and pros-
ecute trespassers will greatly
improve security for landown-
er amenities. 

The Seven Lakes roads are
not up to state standards.
Would the state or county
assume maintenance of those
roads?
The roads wil l  be the

responsibility of the town
and do not have to meet state
standards. 

Why are you critical of Seven
Lakes? Does it hurt the com-
munity, create division, and
damage real estate sales?
The intention of these arti-

cles is not to hurt the com-
munity, but to help it. 
They are not intended to

create division, but to show
what could be accomplished
if we put aside our differences
and come together as one
united community. 
These articles will not hurt

the community nearly as
much as ignoring our prob-
lems and failing to correct
them.
Clearly, Seven Lakes has

many wonderful assets:
space, variety of housing,
community facilities, ameni-
ties, and the magnificent
lakes.  
Despite these advantages,

we are an aging community,
and our real estate values
and sales are lagging. 
Our most visible charac-

teristics are West End, the
business district, and our
roads, all of which make a
negative impression. Few vis-
itors see the beautiful ameni-
ties, the houses, and the
lakes.
While we tend to become

oblivious and complacent
about these problems, other
people notice them. Note this
comment from a Pinehurst
realtor:  
“I rarely take prospects to

Seven Lakes anymore. By
the time I drive them through
West End, which looks like
a war zone, tour the unap-
pealing Business District,
and ride over the patched
roads, I could not sell the
Taj Mahal.”
With our great assets, if

we can unify and incorporate
and solve these problems
Seven Lakes can rather
quickly become one of the
most magnificent residential
communities in the region.   
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114 OWENS CIRCLE
Immaculate and recently-

updated 3BR, 2 BA Split Plan.
Call Tom – $225,000

151 LONGLEAF
Like new 3BR, 2BA. Open airy

split plan, Carolina Room
Call Norma  – $229,500

108 SHAGBARK
Waterfront Townhome. 

2 Decks. Great Investment.
Call Norma – $137,500

CONTACT US FOR
AVAILABLE BUILDING LOTS
& LONG OR SHORT TERM

RENTALS!
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Featured
Homes 125 West Plaza Drive, Seven Lakes, North Carolina

The Property Center

104 FOGLEMAN COURT
3BD, 2BA on a private cul de
sac near the back gate in SLW

Call Tom – $224,900

103 STANDISH POINT
Outstanding like new one acre

Lake Auman Waterfront.
Call Tom – $749,000

147 EDGEWATER
3 bedroom 3 bath w/walk out,
move in ready on Echo in SLN

Call Tom – $299,900

102 THOMAS POINT
3 BD, 2 BA, screened porch
close to Johnson Pt and BR
Country Club.  $175,000

260 BOULDER DRIVE
Country Living at it's best. Just

outside 7 Lakes. 3BD/2BA.
Call Phil – $170,000

161 MAGNOLIA SQUARE
Commercial Office Space in

Aberdeen. Excellent Location.
Call Larry – $249,000
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3222 W NC 24/27, BISCOE
High Visibility Commercial.
Main highway to Charlotte.
Larry or Angel – $299,000

NEW AND PRE-OWNED
CAR & TRUCK SPECIALIST

WWW.PHILLIPSFORD.COM

PHILLIPS FORD
5292 Hwy. 15/501 Carthage, NC 28327

910-947-2244
Email: phillipsmc4@embarqmail.com

Your 7 Lakes 
Neighbor

DAN KIDD
Master Certified, Legends Award Winner
Ford Customer Satisfaction Award Winner

Restoration

Mill
Picke

tt’s
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2018, 0.2% of power sold to
retail customers must come
from solar sources.
There are also attractive

federal and state subsidies
for the producers of solar
and other renewable ener-
gy.

More information required
Sparrow’s proposed amend-

ment to the Zoning Ordinance
would allow solar farms as
a conditional use in industrial
and business zoning districts,
as well as in the Rural Agri-
cultural [RA] district.
He proposed a 50-foot set-

back from adjoining residen-
tial property, a 25 foot max-
imum height for the collectors
(which are often mounted on
poles), a six-foot perimeter
fence, and vegetative screen-
ing from adjacent residential
properties and public rights
of way.
In addition, the recom-

mended text amendments
would require a performance
bond or letter of credit to
ensure that the equipment
is removed by the operator
once it has outlived its useful
life.
Planning Board members

expressed appreciation for
the research and recommen-
dations, but wanted signifi-
cantly more information
about solar farms before mov-
ing to approve the proposed
text amendment.
“Could we have a company

that does this for a business
come speak to the basics?’
Chairman Robert Hayter
asked. “How do they select
a site? How far from the grid
do they have to be? The point

is not for or against solar
arrays, but making sure that
what we do in terms of an
ordinance is what’s best for
Moore County.”
Board member Les Murray

suggested that some mem-
bers of the Board might visit
a solar farm, and Ensminger
said the planning staff could
arrange a site visit for the
entire Board. She also indi-
cated that Argand Energy
Solutions had expressed an
interest in meeting with the
Board.
“Lets have as much expert-

ise and dialog as possible at
the next meeting,” Hayter
said, referring to the April 4
Planning Board meeting. He
asked Ensminger to identify
nearby solar farms that Board
members could visit on their
own time.

Road Addressing 
Ordinance Approved
In other business during

its March 7 meeting, the
Planning Board approved a
“Road Name and Addressing
Ordinance,” which will be
forwarded onto the Board of

Commissioners with a rec-
ommendation for approval.
D i r ec to r  Ensminge r

explained that the road nam-
ing and addressing function
had shifted from the Planning
Department to the GIS
Department several years
ago, but the ordinance itself
had not been updated since
2000.
The new ordinance lays

out standards for naming
roads, changing road names,
and assigning street num-
bers.
Two points of the proposed

language met with resistance
from Planning Board mem-
bers, who amended the ordi-
nance before forwarding it
on to the Commissioners.
First, Chairman Hayter

noted that the proposed ordi-
nance would require that
road names “use common
spelling found in a standard
dictionary.”
“There is no such thing as

a standard dictionary,” he
argued, suggesting that the
ordinance name a specific
dictionary, so that land plan-
ners (like Hayter) and devel-

opers would know which ref-
erence to use.
On a motion from Les Mur-

ray, the Board agreed to spec-
ify the latest edition of Web-
ster’s Dictionary as the
authority for spellings.
Hayter and Murray — as

well as other Board members
— strongly objected to a
clause in the proposed ordi-
nance that said “Proper
names of individuals or busi-
nesses are to be avoided.”
GIS Programmer Rachel

Wall explained that the
department had recently dealt

with a case in which a road
had been named after one
family that lived along it, but
their property had been
bought by another family.
And now the new family
wanted the road changed to
their name. 
But Hayer and others point-

ed out that naming highways,
roads, and streets after people
is so common as to be rou-
tine. Ultimately, the Board
voted to strike that provision
in the ordinance.
Finally, at Hayter’s urging,
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www.sandhillswinery.com

LEBANESE COOKING
with Sonja Middleton!

Saturday, March 23 at 4:00
$15/person

WINE PAIRINGS WITH:
- Signature Hummus spread on pita bread 

-  Traditional appetizer  - Lebanese lentil soup
-  Roasted almond rice - Tabbouleh salad

-  Baklava for dessert
Call 673-2949 to reserve a spot!

    

NEXT WINE TASTING
March 28 – Easter Wines 
Stock up for the holiday!!!

Wind Down Your Week
at the Winery —

Open ‘til 9 pm on Fridays.

We’re Open Later
on Fridays!
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there will be a draft in every-
body’s box at the Village
Office,” McCue said. “The
amendments will go further
than just the size of com-
mercial signs. There are other
inconsistencies. This will reg-
ulate those to the degree that
we can.”
Unlike the rezoning of

Grande Pines, the sign ordi-
nance poses a tight but
doable time line. “The goal
is to get this all done so we
can have public hearing in
April and move this forward,”

Erickson said.
Village Clerk  Kivett told

The Times on Tuesday that
a public hearing on the sign
ordinance will be held during
the Council’s regular meeting
on April 9.

Public input on the budget
Developing and approving

a FY 2013-2014 budget poses
yet another deadline for the
Council. Several council
members will be traveling
during the Spring holidays.
After much consulting of cal-
endars, the Council finally

settled on a date and called
a work session to discuss
“purely budget issues” on
Tuesday, April 30 at 6:30
pm.
In order to maximize citizen

involvement in the budget
process, Erickson called for
Citizen Participation Work-
shops on Tuesday, May 7
and Wednesday, May 15 at
6:30 pm in the Village Hall.
The Coucnil will hold a work
session on the budget on
Thursday, May 23, and the
final public hearing on the
budget will be on Tuesday,

June 11 at 7:00 pm at the
Village Hall. 

Bill would curb town powers
During the Triangle J Exec-

utive Committee meeting
Mayor Erickson learned that
Senate Bill 139 before the
General Assembly “would
reduce a municipalities’
design and aesthetic control.
This would diminish the abil-
ity of cities and neighbor-
hoods to work with developers
to buy in for aesthetics,”
reported Erickson. “We would
have very limited control over
it.”
“The current zoning says

you can’t build two duplicate
houses side by side. This
would eliminate that. We
could not place that restric-
tion in zoning,” said Erickson.

“Most of us came from the
North Country. We call this
tract housing up there. All
houses look alike.”
Erickson encouraged Coun-

cil members to contact their
legislators to oppose the bill.
“If we want to pass a reso-
lution, we can get something
in writing, as well as make
phone calls,” said Erickson.
The League of Municipalities
will also oppose the bill, he
added.

New Planning & Zoning
Board Members
The council  approved

adding Mary Gilroy, Donald
Boito, and Becky Pahner to
the Foxfire Village Planning
and Zoning Board. The Village
still needs a member to rep-
resent the ETJ. 
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Contact Dawn at 910-783-7993
www.dawncrawleyrealty.com

9 WEDGEWOOD DRIVE • FOXFIRE

Golf Front with Pool • 4 Bedroms, 2.5 Baths

REDUCED TO $319,000

View all Seven Lakes Properties Available at 
www.dawncrawleyrealty.com/NCLakeCommunities.html

910-673-1276
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(Continued from page 3)

the Board attached a rec-
ommendation to its approval
of the ordinance that encour-
ages the Commissioners to
communicate the importance
of the ordinance to the polit-
ical leaders of all eleven
Moore County municipali-
ties.
Noting that the County

names roads in the extra-
territorial jurisdictions of the
municipalities, but not inside
the towns, Hayter said: “In
my office we have had prob-
lems with that. There’s not
a smooth line in naming
roads. You have to bring in

the county to get the road
named.”
“I want to be absolutely

sure that an intergovern-
mental effort at the political
level is an ef fort we go
through,” he added. “It needs
to be talked out at the exec-
utive level. If there is any
way to make it work more
smoothly, I would want to
make that effort.”

Work Sessions Planned
Planning Director Ens-

minger told the Board that
she would like to schedule
work sessions as part of the
regular Board meeting when-

ever major text amendments
— like the solar farm amend-
ment — are to be proposed.
The Board would have a work
session on a major amend-
ment one month and, per-
haps, vote on it the following
month.
Looking forward to the April

4 meeting, the staff will plan
to present a straightforward
text amendment on group
homes, Ensminger said, and
then hold a work session on
solar farms.
In May, the Board will have

a work session on a proposed
revision to the sign ordi-
nance.

Planning

Read Seven Lakes . . .
Read about the 40-year history of the development of Seven Lakes.  

Author Ann O. Bass, former officer and CFO of Longleaf, Inc., the
developing company, was behind the accountant’s desk paying all the
bills as Fred Lawrence, Founder of Seven Lakes, spent more than
$31,000,000 building his visionary dream,  a beautiful Seven Lakes,
home for more than 5,000 residents to enjoy the good life. 

NOWAVAILABLE AT SEVEN LAKES HARDWARE!
Copies may be purchased at Seven Lakes Hardware, 4379 Hwy 211,
Seven Lakes Shopping Village, for $26.75 (including NC Sales Tax)

OR ORDER DIRECTLY FROM THE AUTHOR . . .
For $26.75 (including NC Sales Tax & Shipping) using the form below.

Mail Book to:

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Please Mail Your Check 
for $26.75 to:

Annocon Publishing Company
2406 Overbrook Lane
Sanford, NC 27330

(Continued from page 24)



not only an opportunity for
public comment,  but a
chance for dialogue between
those who attend.

‘Plan B’ presented
The March 13 meeting

began with a brief presen-
tation of a reduced footprint
design for a 1.5 acre park
surrounding the existing
Memorial, which is tucked
into a corner of the former
Carriage Oaks Shopping Cen-
ter at the intersection of NC
Highway 15/501 and NC
Highway 24/27 in Carthage.
This “Plan B,” designed by

Moore County Planner Jere-
my Rust, included restrooms,
an areas for food preparation,
and a small amphitheater.
Rust was asked to prepare
the plan after a few members
of the Committee commis-
sioned Southern Pines-based
Landscape Architect Vince
Zucchino to develop “Plan
A,” a design that includes a
much larger amphitheater
and larger open areas, con-
suming all 3.5 acres of the
property that lies between
the Memorial and a Hardee’s
restaurant.
In October of 2011, a rep-

resentative of Bojangles’
Restaurants offered to pur-
chase 1.5 acres adjacent to

Hardee’s as the site of a new
restaurant. When that offer
— and subsequent County
efforts to negotiate a price
— became public in May of
2012, the news generated
significant outcry among Vet-
eran’s groups concerned
about the environment
around the Memorial, leading
the Commissioners to form
the Advisory Committee to
study the issue.
“Both these plans are con-

cepts of how we can protect
the Memorial,” Commissioner
Jimmy Melton told members
of the Advisory Committee
during their March 13 meet-
ing, “and how much we can
protect the Memorial. It’s
going to be up to the Com-
missioners to decide.”

Comparison offered
Committee member Car-

olyn Mealing presented a
detailed comparison of the
two Memorial Park designs,
that she worked with Carla
Johnson, Ruby Hendricks,
and Joann Atkins to prepare.
Their seven page, point-by-
point comparison evidenced
a strong preference for the
larger park envisioned in
Plan A.
Among their key points were:
• The smaller footprint of
Plan B would leave room

for another fast food restau-
rant to be constructed on
adjacent property, failing
to “protect the sanctity and
purpose of the Memorial.”

• The Plan B amphitheater
seats only 75-80, while
Veterans’ events held at
the Memorial average 250-
300. Plan A’s amphitheater
can accommodate 250 or
more.

• The stage envisioned in the
Plan B amphitheater blocks
the view of the central por-
tion of the Memorial — the
section devoted to those
killed or missing in action.

• Handicapped parking,
cooking areas, and space
for picnicking are all sig-
nificantly compromised in
the Plan B design.
In addition, Mealing said

the Veterans’ Memorial Com-
mittee had already received
substantial pledges that could
be used to fund the construc-
tion of the larger 3.5 acre
park — funding that, she
implied, would not be avail-
able for the smaller footprint
design.
Finally, in response to com-

ments in earlier meetings
that suggested commercial
development of a portion of
the property would be an
important source of tax rev-

enue  f o r  the  T own  o f
Carthage, Mealing used the
tax value of the Hardee’s
restaurant to suggest a sim-
ilar adjacent restaurant would
likely bring in less than
$2,000 in annual property
tax revenue.

Mealing asks to table
After hearing Mealing’s

presentation, Melton again
suggested moving both Plan
A and Plan B to the Com-
missioners for a decision.
Committee Member Raymond
Doby made a motion to that
effect.
Mealing asked that the

motion be tabled, so that
committee members could
study the information she
had just presented and, per-
haps, decide to recommend
only Plan A to the Commis-
sioners.
“I think we have gone as

far as we can,” Melton said,
suggesting that both designs
could be presented to the
Commissioners in a Work
Session that would allow
public input. Mealing agreed,
with the proviso that expert
testimony would be allowed.
“Public comment the way

it is normally handled is going
to be a problem,” Commis-
sioner Picerno said. “That

will just create a platform
for political statements,
which, in my opinion, is what
this has been turned into.”
He also suggested that mem-
bers of the Advisory Com-
mittee should participate in
a joint Work Session with
the Commissioners.
Ultimately, the Committee

unanimously approved for-
warding both plans to the
Commissioners for consid-
eration in a joint Work Ses-
sion with ample opportunity
for public comment and
expert testimony.
As he has in each of the

Advisory Committee meetings,
Picerno reminded his fellow
Committee Members that
“the Veteran’s Memorial is
protected,” referring to a vote
by the Board of Commission-
ers that, in effect, took the
adjacent property off the mar-
ket until the Advisory Com-
mittee completed its work.
“We don’t have an urgency,”
Picerno said. “What the Vet-
erans requested has been
done.”

A difficult time to decide
After the meeting, Picerno

explained to The Times that
uncertainty surrounding the
County’s plans for meeting
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DIVORCE   CUSTODY   SUPPORT
Feeling Overwhelmed?
Relax. Call us. We’ll handle it.

Bob Bierbaum

LAW OFFICES OF

ROBERT J. BIERBAUM
PLLC

1135 Seven Lakes Drive
Suite D

(910) 688-3308

Website: rjblawyer.com

Family Owned
Southern Pines • Pinehurst 

West End/Seven Lakes

BOLES
Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.

692-6262  •  673-7300

(Continued from front page)

(See “Memorial,” p. 28)
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SHANNON STITES
Broker, SFR

SEARCH ALL MOORE COUNTY LISTINGS AT WWW.SHANNONSTITES.COM

110 RECTOR DR • 7LW

3 BD, 3.5 BA, OVER 1 ACRE! $325,000 

WATERFRONT LOTS ON LAKE AUMAN!
158 SIMMONS $425,000 • 109 BUTTERFLY $410,000
101 BUTTERFLY $650,000 • 108 DOUGLAS $292,000

133 BAKER $375,000

GREAT LOT VALUES!
117 FAWNWOOD $15,000 • 113 MCCRACKEN $20,000
547 LONGLEAF $20,000 • 136 FAWNWOOD $21,900
133 FAWNWOOD $25,000 • 511 LONGLEAF $25,000
170 LAMPLIGHTER $25,000 • 113 PITTMAN $30,000

128 VANORE  $42,000 • 158 JAMES  $42,000
157 OTTER  $45,000 • 101 FEATHERSTON $55,000

111 CLAY $55,000 • 119 CLAY  $58,000
445 MORGANWOOD  $85,000

113 LONGLEAF DRIVE • 7LW

4 BED + BONUS!  $275,000

116 JAMES DR • 7LW

4 BD + MANY UPGRADES! • $289,000

163 MORRIS • LK AUMAN WATERFRONT

3 BD+ BONUS, EASTERN EXPOSURE! $525,000

129 HARRELL RD • 7LW

3 BED + DEN, SPACIOUS, GREAT VIEWS! $509,000

240 FIRETREE LANE • 7LN

3 BD+ 2.5 BA, ALL BRICK • $190,000

“Shannon and
her team provided 
fantastic service 
beyond our 
expectations.” 

“She has a wealth of
resources to assist in the
entire process from mar
keting, making repairs,
and assisting with the
moving process. Shannon
was extremely accurate in
determining the selling and
listing price of our home.” 

“I strongly recommend
Shannon and her team!”

 Tom Kelly
Seller of 103 Pinecone Ct

Seven Lakes North  

119 ANDREWS DR • LAKE AUMAN

CUSTOMWATERFRONT, MINT CONDITION!  $899,000

123 ANDREWS DR • 7LW

AMAZING WATERFRONT  $675,000

119 LONGLEAF DR • 7LW

3 BD + 2 BONUS RMS  $260,000 

CHAD STITES

CHAD & SHANNON STITES  YOUR SEVEN LAKES NEIGHBORS!

ShannonStites@gmail.com     Shannon: (910) 992-6231
ChadStites@nc.rr.com     Chad: (910) 992-6230       

1008 SEVEN LAKES DRIVE

SPACIOUS OFFICE BUILDING $117,900

164 CARDINAL LN • 7LN

2 BD+2 BA, WATERFRONT • $172,500

101 PITTMAN RD • 7LW

WATERVIEW, 3 BD+LOFT $349,900

106 SHENANDOAH • 7LN

3 BD+ 2 BA, SPACIOUS! • $165,000

141 WERTZ • LAKE AUMAN!

2 KITCHENS, MANY UPGRADES • $550,000

108 CARDINAL DRIVE • 7LN

2 BED + DEN, EX. CONDITION  $136,300

UNDER CONTRACT! UNDER CONTRACT!

WATERVIEW!

WIDE WATER VIEWS!

251 FIRETREE LN • 7LN

3 BD + BONUS  $186,500 

109 LEWALLEN CT • 7LW

3BD + BONUS  $229,900

124 SHAW DRIVE • 7LW

CLOSE TO MARINA!  $255,000

WATERVIEW! NEW LISTING!SOLD!

101 ATWATER CT. • 7LN

LAKE ECHO WATERFRONT 3/2.5  $199,000

158 SIMMONS DR • 7LW

LAKE AUMAN WATERFRONT $425,000

109 BUTTERFLY CT • 7LW

AUMAN WATERFRONT LOT  $410,000

101 BUTTERFLY CT • 7LW

PREMIER WATERFRONT LOT • $650,000

REDUCED!

AUMAN WATERFRONT

459 LONGLEAF DR • 7LW

WATER VIEW IN EVERY ROOM $540,000

AUMAN WATERFRONT
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— were the result of poor
original construction by the
developer.
“This time, these things

were done right,” Herdrich
said, “and they won’t have
to be done again.”
Looking forward, he said

major projects planned for
the coming year include

reconfiguring the front
entranceway and exploring
the possibility of building
walking trails around West
Side Park.

Milligans win 
Fellingham Award
Betty and Ronnie Milligan

were named the 2013 recip-
ients of the Fellingham Com-
munity Service Award during
the Annual Meeting.
Making the presentation,

former Fellingham Award
recipient Bud Sales explained
that the award was estab-
lished to recognize Association
members who made a “sig-
nificant contribution to the
community over a sustained
period of time.” The Milligan’s
contribution is on daily dis-
play to all who use the front
entrance and enjoy the land-
scaping on Lakeway Mall.
The Milligans moved to

Seven Lakes West in 2001,
Sales said, and immediately
volunteered to serve on the
beautification committee.
Betty Milligan became chair
of that committee in 2003;
and, in 2005, along with
Roge r  Brooke ,  she
approached the Board with
a request for $40,000 in fund-
ing to landscape Lakeway

Mall.
Noting that the entire

SLWLA budget was roughly
$300,000 at the time, Sales
said the Board managed to
come up with $3,000, while
the Milligans raised $20,000
from private contributions.
After hiring a landscape archi-
tect to develop a long range
plan for the mall area, the
Milligans put their backs into
the project, laying irrigation
pipe, planting, mulching,
pruning, and weeding.
When the Community Cen-

ter was finished, the Milligans
spearheaded the planting of
roses around the building.
And, picking up on an idea
forwarded by former resident
Ruth Van Lehn, they pushed
for the recent project to clean
up the face of the lower Lake-
way pond dam, providing
residents and visitors entering
the community a view of Lake
Auman from Lakeway Drive.
“This is really a big surprise,

but one that we will cherish,”
Betty Milligan said, accepting
the award. “We love our com-
munity here, and we want
it to be the best it can be.
Lakeway Drive is our front
door and we want it to be
the best that we can be. She
credited the work of “many

volunteers as well as sup-
porting Boards.”
Distinguishing himself as

first among those volunteers,
Ronnie Milligan said, to the
amusement of the crowd,
“Betty is the one who deserves
this award. I only did what
I was told to do.”

Budget approved,
Directors elected
Westsiders vote each year

on the budget proposed by
the Board for the coming fis-
cal year. A budget is consid-
ered approved unless a
majority of all members vote
against it.
P r es iden t  Herdr i ch

announced that 549 mem-
bers had cast votes for the
FY 2013-2014 budget — 339
in favor, and 210 opposed.
Secretary Jane Sessler

announced the election of
three new Board members:
Brian Benjamin, Dale Erick-
son, and Chuck Watkins.
She did not reveal vote totals.
Sessler, Herdrich, and Treas-
urer Don Freiert are retiring
from the Board.
Director Jack Stevens told

The Times that the Board
will elect officers during its
next regular meeting, on
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673-1180
114 Edgewater Drive
Seven Lakes North
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Feeling Good is
the Fun of It!
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(See “West Side,” p. 29)

its future needs for office
space make this a difficult
time to come to a decision
about the land adjacent to
the Memorial.
The Commissioners recent-

ly received a comprehensive
study of its space needs,
prepared by an outside con-
sultant, but have not had
time to use that study to
create a long range plan. 
The Sheriff’s Department,

Public Safety Department,
and 911 Call Center are all
moving to the new Rick
Rhyne Public Safety Center,
which will free up a signifi-
cant amount of office space
that could be used by other
departments. A few years
ago, the County had archi-
tects design a new admin-
istration building, but the
Commissioners tabled those
plans during the controversy
over the building of the Public
Safety Building and Deten-
tion Center.
The Memorial sits in a cor-

ner of the former Carriage
Oaks Shopping Center, which
currently houses the Coun-
ty’s Department of Social
Services, as well as Planning
and Inspections Depart-
ments. Depending on how
the County decides to resolve
its future need for space,
that property may continue
in government hands, or it
may be sold to commercial
interests, a choice that would
could place the Memorial
adjacent to a busy shopping
center.
It would be easier to make

a decision about the land
adjacent to the Memorial,
Picerno said, if the future
of Carriage Oaks weren’t sur-
rounded by such a large
number of unknowns. 

(Continued from page 26)
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Tuesday, March 26.
The Nominating Committee

for FY 2013-2014 will include
Jane Sessler, Ed Silberhorn,
Jim Ballew, Kathy Kirst, Pat
Land, Ron Shepard, and Ron
Sickenberger.

Year in review
In addition to highlighting

investments the Association
has made in major capital
projects over the last four
years, President Herdrich
provided a review of key
accomplishments during the
past twelve months.
The Board has accom-

plished many of the goals it
set for itself at the beginning
of the year, Herdrich said,
including:
• Completing a road man-
agement plan.

• Forming an Amenities
Committee to focus on
upgrades throughout the
community.

• Continuing to transfer day-
to-day responsibilities to
Community Association
Services [CAS] staff mem-
bers.

• Completing the mailhouse.
• Developing plans for recon-
figuring the front entrance-
way.
Herdrich then reported on

accomplishments in each
Director’s area of responsi-
bility.

Architectural Review
issued permits for eleven new
houses of major modifica-
tions, as well as 178 smaller
projects. The permitting
process was streamlined, and

a number of policies were
clarified.
The Events Committee

offered a wide range of com-
munity events, including con-
certs and picnics, as well as
classes in self defense and
gun safety.

Lake & Dam selected a
dam engineer to replace the
retiring Dr. Dan Marks, com-
pleted a survey of the Lake
Auman Fishery, and began
updating the Lake Auman
master plan. A new gate was
installed at the boat and trail-
er storage area, and work on
road and drainage issues at
Johnson Point is underway.

Legal Affairs worked to
limit use of the Association’s
outside attorney by relying
on members of the Legal
Affairs Committee and CAS
legal counsel, as well as by
developing templates for con-
tracts in order to minimize
attorney review.

Infrastructure completed
a major remediation of Car-
riage Park Pond Dam #3,
selected a consultant to pre-
pare a comprehensive road
repaving plan, completed a
maintenance building, and
installed fire hydrants.

Communications contin-
ued development of the
SLWLA website, which has
reached 880 registered users.
Weekly emails are sent to
those who have signed up
and have become a preferred
means of Association com-
munications. The SLWLA
Handbook is now available
online, saving the cost of
printing and distribution,

and ensuring that members
have ready access to an up-
to-date copy of the rules and
regulations.

Safety & Security switched
security vendors to US Secu-
rities and added a profes-
sional roving patrol. New
secur i ty  cameras were
installed at the gates. Asso-
ciation members responded
rapidly to news that Moore
County had, without warning,
changed the protocol for han-
dling emergency medical calls
within Seven Lakes West,
leading the County to reverse
that decision, at least tem-
porarily.
The Finance Committee

updated the ten-year financial
projections, implemented new
quarterly financial reports,
and completed a reserve
analysis and capital expen-
diture tracking.  

Volunteers honored
As part of the printed agen-

da for the Annual Meeting,
the Board listed the scores
of volunteers that contribute
time and effort on community
projects.
Secretary Sessler praised

those “who contribute their
time and expertise to keep
Seven Lakes West a commu-
nity that is moving forward.”
She noted that many mem-

bers serve on more than one
committee, and many serve
year-after-year.

“Some have referred to this
Board as a clique,” Sessler
said. “If it is a clique, it is a
ridiculously large clique, with
plenty of diversity, extending
across a number of years.”
Sessler closed her remarks

by noting that the Board
would be looking for new vol-
unteers in the coming year.

Other Business
In other business during

the SLWLA Annual Meeting:
• Betsy Mikula was applaud-
ed for her dozen years of
service as the editor of the
Westside Newsletter and
the originator of the SLWLA
webs i t e .  M iku la  has
announced that the March
edition of the newsletter
will be the final issue.

• Builder Bill Reaves thanked
the Westside community
for allowing him to build
the new mailhouse, noting
that the project created a
large number of jobs.

• During Member Com-
ments ,  Gay l e  Mace
expressed dismay that her
lot number was not allo-
cated a box in the new
mailhouse. President Her-
drich explained that West-
siders who had no box in
the old mailhouse would
not be able to have a box
number corresponding to
their lot number in the
new mailhouse.

• George Reynolds asked
about the clear cutting of
a large acreage that lies
outside of Longleaf Drive,
in the Anchor Point area.
Director Stevens said he
had responded to questions
concerning the timber cut-
ting in the comments sec-
tion of the SLWLA website.
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AMERICAN-OWNED
MANUFACTURER

COAST TO COAST SERVICE!

Call for an  Appoin tment  673-4000

WHAT IF YOU MISSED
HER FIRST WORDS?

•  FREE Hearing Test s •
• In  Office Hearing Aid Repairs •

Manufactured in the USA by
ASK ABOUT OUR

VETERANS’ DISCOUNT!

HEARING SOLUTIONS
“Your Hearing Is Our Concern”

125 North Trade Street, Seven Lakes • Mon - Thurs 9 - 5, Fri 9 - 2
www.AudibelHearingSolut ions.com

Val Scant lin
Hearin g Aid

Special ist/Own er
Retired Veteran

Lorraine Scant lin
Office Assistan t

HearingTechnologies

Bob’s Handyman Service, LLC
Home Repairs, Improvements & Maintenance

Robert Hamilton
Owner / Operator

PO Box 59
Eagle Springs, NC 27242-0059

910-585-0993
bobshandymansvc@nc.rr.com

No Job Too Small • Fully Insured • Full Service
Painting, Pressure Washing, Carpentry, Dry Wall & Ceilings, Window &
Doors, Decks & Docks, Small Tile Jobs, Lighting & Ceiling Fams, Roof

Leaks, Gutters & Downspouts, Faucets & Minor Plumbing, Plus!

Genesis Home Services
& Remodeling
Small Jobs • Big Jobs • All Jobs!

Free Estimates! CALL TODAY (910) 673-4257
Over 30 Years Experience • Excellent Local References.
Your Seven Lakes Neighbors! •  SChestercr@aol.com 

from this �����TO THIS!

Chair tightening, furniture restoration & refinishing; 
faucet & toilet repair and replacement; pressure washing decks, 
siding and roofs; tile work; drywall installation & repair; custom cabinetry;
decorative trim work; decks; additions; and remodel work of all kinds . . .
and so much more —  JUST ASK!

Since 1996, we have 
been serving Moore
County with quality
work at fair prices.

(Continued from page 28)

Advertise in The Times
Call 673-0111
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CHILD CARE PROVIDER –
(non-smoker) needed part time
in our Seven Lakes home on
some weekdays 8-5; please
send resume to PO Box 624
West End, NC 27376.

SWISS TECH AWNINGS – part-
time help wanted. Interested:
Call 910-673-5237.
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MCLENDON HILLS YARD
SALE – Saturday, April 6, from
7 am – 12 noon. 50 residents
offer household & yard items,
furniture, clothing, toys, games,
and more. 1.5 miles past Seven
Lakes on Hwy. 211. (Rain date
April 13).                         2 tp 3/22
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HIGH PROFILE LOCATION –
1800 sf office space, (includes
6 offices, reception area, lunch
and file room). (1) 450 sf office
space and (2) 100 sf office
spaces available at 1030 Seven
Lakes Drive. Call 910-673-4800.
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BOLTON  BUILDERS INC.
Designer and Builder of Award Winning Homes for over 18 Years!

We have available building lots, too!
4317 Seven Lakes Plaza, West End, NC

910-673-3603 • 910-673-0233 (FAX)
www.boltonbuildersinc.com  •  boltonbuilders@boltonbuildersinc.com

TAKING REMODELING TO THE NEXT LEVEL!
Let our award-winning company handle all your remodeling

needs. Large jobs or small jobs – we add
a touch of flair to every job we do.
Let us build something special with you!
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SEVEN LAKES DENTAL STU-
DIO – Repairs of dentures, acrylic
partials, and relines. Same day
service available. All work will
be done only through your local
dentist. Tom Wasilewski, 336
McDougall Drive, Seven Lakes.
673-1613.                             
��
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J&L HOME SERVICES — “A
Handy  Man  and  Mo re . ”
Interior/Exterior Home Mainte-
nance & Repairs. Call today for
Free estimates.Your Seven
Lakes Neighbor. Call 673-3927.
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES –
serving Seven Lakes, Foxfire,
and Pinehurst w/lawn mainte-
nance & more for residential
and commercial customers. Year
round service. Mowing, weed
eating, picking up debris, blowing.
Shrub pruning, limb & tree
removal and hauling away. Seed-
ing/sod lawns. Leaf & straw
removal. Haul and spread pine
straw, bark, soil, gravel and
mulch. Aerate, de–thatch, and
edge lawns. Weeding of flower
beds, planting shrubs.Re–surface
gravel driveways. Blow roofs
and clean gutters. Pressure
washing homes, decks, concrete
walks, driveways, & boats. Install
driveway curbing and sprinkler
systems. Garden tilling. Other
odd jobs around the house?
You need it done! We will do
it! Call John 673-7320 or mobile
telephone 910-690-6491.     
��

TREE SERVICE — ALLEN &
SON TREE SERVICE. Topping,
trimming, complete removal,
clean-up, insured, 24 hour serv-
ice. Free estimates, senior citizen
discounts. Call James M. Allen
at 910-974-7629 (Home) or 910-
572-6818 (Cell).                  
��
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CREATIVE CUSTOMWORK –
“The Decorator’s Workshop”
Custom made Window Treat-
ments, Bedding, Cushions, and
Slipcovers. All made right here
with the attention to detail
demanded by the best designers!
Pam Wasilewski, 336 McDougall
Drive, Seven Lakes. Call 673-
2500.

RE-SURFACE GRAVEL DRIVE-
WAYS – Prune crape myrtles,
cutback pampas grass, leaf
removal, general clean-ups, pine
straw and pine mulch delivered
and/or spread, roof and gutters
cleaned, hedges trimmed, and
mowing services available. Call
Rick at 910-639-5206 for details.
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DIRTY DEEDS DONE DIRT
CHEAP! – $19/month. 96 gallon
roll-out container provided for
weekly pickup. Fully insured.
Locally owned & operated. Pro-
fessional Service. 100% Service
Guarantee. Carolina Waste
Services. 910-673-4285 (HAUL).
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NEW & USED PONTOONS
AND SKI BOATS — Call Seven
Lakes Marine. 673-1440.

TURN YOUR USED BOAT
INTO CASH — People are look-
ing to purchase good condition
used    boats. Let us connect you
to the prospective buyers. Call
Jeff at 910-673-1440.
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Advertise in The Times

UUPP TTOO FFOORRTTYY PPEERRCCEENNTT

Call 215-8150 For Appointment And Quote. Many Discounts Available.
Located 1/4 Mile West of Olmsted Village. On Hwy. 211 West

Please Call My Office for
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

Jim Leach/Agent
• New Lower Auto Rates

Let’s Talk . . .

Another State Farm
Auto Rate Decrease!
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Seven Lakes West              $619,000
Lakefront cottage w/custom upgrades 

3 BR / 3.5 BA                Code 945
www.103FeatherstonPoint.com

Seven Lakes West           $269,000
Super condition! Lake Auman waterfront!
3 BR / 2 BA                    Code 957

www.116OtterDrive.com

West End                      $275,000
Charming Ranch on over 4 acres
3 BR / 2 BA                Code 917
www.231MaplewoodLane.com    

Seven Lakes West              $449,000
Custom Lake Auman Water Front
3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 846
www.102LawrenceOverlook.com

Seven Lakes North            $249,000
Single level waterfront w/great privacy!
3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 936

www.126CardinalLane.com

Seven Lakes West           $380,000
Spacious home on oversized lakefront lot
3 BR / 3.5 BA                       Code 944

www.127PhillipsDrive.com

Seven Lakes North            $357,700
Beautiful lakefront cottage w/open plan
3 BR / 2.5 BA                Code 959
www.105CottageGroveLane.com

Seven Lakes West              $615,000
Stunning waterfront on Lake Auman
4 BR / 3.5 BA                Code 905

www.123VanoreRoad.com

Seven Lakes West            $625,000
Elegant Water Front – Breathtaking Views

4 BR / 3.5 BA        Code 762
www.105FeatherstonPoint.com

Seven Lakes West            $265,000
Nice Neighborhood - Wonderful Family Home

4 BR / 2.5 BA          Code 810
www.174BakerCircle.com

Thinking of
Building?

Fabulous Building Lots
Available in the 

Seven Lakes Area!

Seven Lakes West             $199,000
Great Family Home in great Neighborhood
4 BR / 2.5 BA                        Code 884

www.178BakerCircle.com  

Seven Lakes South       $215,000
Charming brick ranch w/front porch
3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 995

www.188DevonshireAvenue

Seven Lakes West              $650,000
Stunning custom on prime lake frontage

3 BR / 3 BA                   Code 901
www.123McCrackenDrive.com

Seven Lakes South       $199,000
Charming golf front w/panoramic view

3 BR / 3 BA                   Code 972
www.122DevonshireAvenue.com

Seven Lakes South       $279,500
Completely renovated golf front home

3 BR / 3.5 BA                Code 984
www.117OxfordCourt.com

Seven Lakes South       $239,000
Immaculate and charming golf front
3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 991
www.108DevonshireAvenue.com

Seven Lakes West              $315,000
Great home with open floor plan
3 BR / 3.5. BA               Code 951

www.128OwensCircle.com

Seven Lakes North        $189,900
Great water front home on Lake Echo
3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 989

www.111WildleafCourt.com
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Seven Lakes South       $138,500
Easy living - beautifully updated condo

3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 975
www.118SandhamCourt.com

Seven Lakes West              $299,000
Immaculate golf front w/open floor plan
4 BR / 3 BA                               Code 949

www.244LongleafDrive.com

Seven Lakes West         $645,000
Stunning All Brick Water Front
3 BR / 4.5 BA                Code 882

www.135AndrewsDrive.com

McLendon Hills           $299,000
Lovely Home - Equestrian Community

4 BR / 4 BA          Code 662
www.192BrokenRidgeTrail.com

Seven Lakes North             $175,000
Picture perfect w/beautiful updates

3 BR / 2 BA                               Code 948
www.129ShagbarkCourt.com

Seven Lakes North        $425,000
Completely renovated lakefront home
4 BR / 3 BA                   Code 982

www.165FiretreeLane.com

Seven Lakes South  $179,000
Golf Front w/Oversized Screened Porch

3 BR / 3 BA                Code 830
www.223DevonshireAvenue.com

Foxfire                          $139,900
Great ranch on cul-de-sac

3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 990
www.22CardinalDrive.com

Seven Lakes West         $307,000
Wonderful 2-story home on cul-de-sac
4 BR / 3BA                    Code 980

www.108RectorDrive.com

Seven Lakes North        $175,000
Cute brick ranch home

3 BR / 2 BA                   Code 994
www.112CottageGroveLane.com

“T“TALENTALENT, T, TECHNOLOGYECHNOLOGY & TEAMWORK”& TEAMWORK”
MMOOREOORE CCOUNTYOUNTY’’SS MMOSTOST TTRUSTEDRUSTED RREALEAL EESTATESTATE TTEAMEAM!!

#1 IN THE SEVEN LAKES MARKET FOR OVER A DECADE!

Seven Lakes West         $765,000          
Gorgeous lakefront custom home
5 BR / 3.5 BA                Code 993         

www.129ShawDrive.com
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CALL 910.295.7100 OR 800.214.9007 • WWW.MARTHAGENTRY.COM
RE/MAX Prime Properties • 5 Chinquapin Rd • Pinehurst, NC 28374 • 910-295-2535

Each Office independently Owned and Operated


